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Pusuic Law 601, 79TH ConGress 


Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
t 
3, 2d session, which provides: 


) 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


~ * * . * + * 


RULE X 
SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 


* * +. 7 + * * 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


* * * * * *. * 


Rute XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* - * > * + = 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (iii) all other questions in relation theerto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 








RULES ADOPTED BY THE 88D CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 8, 1953 

e os » . 7 * * 
RuLE X 
ING CO 
be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con- 
f \ PeS 

© s . s e a > 

Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members 
- . + >. o + * 


RuLE XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* e * o * * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

a) Un-American activities. 

(b) The Cor ittee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 

la that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
he principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any neces- 
sary remedial legislation 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 

f such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
*h testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 
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INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
STATE OF MICHIGAN—Part 11 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1954 


Unirep States Houst or REPRESENTATIVES, 
CoMMITTEE ON UN-AMeERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, D.C. 


PUBLIC HEARING 


The Committee on Un-American Activities met, pursuant to call, 
at 10:14 a. m., in the caucus room, 362, Old House Office Building, 
Hon. Harold H. Velde (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Harold H. Velde 
(chairman), Kit Clardy, Gordon H. Scherer, Francis E. Walter, and 
Morgan M. Moulder. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Thomas 
W. Beale, Sr., chief clerk; Donald Appell, Courtney E. Owens, and 
George EK. Cooper, investigators. 

Mr. Vecpe. The committee will be in order. 

Mr. Reporter, let the record show that present are Mr. Clardy, Mr. 
Scherer, Mr. Walter, Mr. Moulder, and myself as the chairman, a 
quorum of the full committee. 

Before calling the first witness, I should like to state the witnesses 
called today are from the States of Michigan and Ohio. 

This hearing is a continuation of the hearings which were held in 
the State of Michigan in May of this year, and in Dayton in September 
of this year. 

At the time the committee originally scheduled its hearings in Michi- 
gan, sufficient witnesses were subpenaed to assure the committee a 
full 2-week hearing. 

However, the legislative program of the House, including the 
passage of the St. Lawrence Waterway bill, necessitated the return 
of the committee members to Washington before calling all of the 
witnesses under subpena. 

The witnesses are largely individuals who have been identified as 
members of the Communist Party, sent into the Michigan area for 
the purpose of obtaining employment in the auto industry and thereby 
bringing Communist influence into the labor locals. 

Several of the witnesses under subpena falling outside the category 
of colonizers have been brought to Washington because the committee 
has knowledge they are in possession of information concerning Com- 
munist activities in the Michigan area and, further, because the com- 
mittee knows they have no reason to withhold this information. 

Whether they give the committee, through testimony, the benefit of 
their knowledge or whether they refuse to do so is solely within their 
power. 
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The shortness of time allotted to the conduct of the hearings in 
Dayton has resulted in the necessity of continuing that hearing by 
calling several witnesses for further testimony. 

Mr. Counsel, you may call your first witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Robert A. Carter, will you come forward, 
please ? 


Mr. Vevpr. Will you raise your right hand? 


In the testimony you are about to give before this committee, do you 
solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God? 


Mr. Carrer. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ROEERT ALAN CARTER, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, HAROLD A. CRANEFIELD AND JOSEPH L. RAUH, JR. 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Carrer. Robert Alan Carter. 

Mr. Tavenner. I notice you are accompanied by counsel. Will 
counsel please identify themselves for the record ? 

Mr. Cranerietp. My name is Harold A. Cranefield. Iam an attor- 
ney of the Michigan bar and of other States and Federal courts. 

Mr. Raun. My name is Joseph L. Rauh—R-a- Jr., 1681 K 
Street, Washington, D. ¢ 

Mr. TavenNeR. When and where were you born, Mr. Carter? 

Mr. Carrer. Born in Flint, Mich., July 1, 1916. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Carter, you are not called before this com- 
mittee on the basis of any testimony or any information or belief on 
the part of the Committee on Un-American Activities that you have 
ever been identified in any way with the Communist Party. 

You are called here for the sole purpose of answering questions 
regarding your knowledge, if any, you have regarding Communist 
Party activities in the area of Flint, Mich. 

I believe you are the regional director for the UAW-CIO in the 
Flint area, are you not? 

Mr. Carrer. Yes; Flint, Lansing, Fenton, and Owosso. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. That is the area which is covered by your regional 
directorship ? 

Mr. Carrer. Yes; it is. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the proper designation of your region? 

Mr. Carrer. It is region 1-C, 

Mr. Tavenner. How many local unions are included within your 
directorship, and what are their names? 

Mr. Carrer. I couldn’t quote them all verbatim or the exact number. 

I can start reading them off and hope that I get them all. 

In Flint we have AC Spark Plug Co., Buick, Chevrolet, Turstedt, 
two Fisher Body plants, Palace Travel Coach, Standard Cotton, and 
several smaller plants that come under the Palace Travel Coach local. 

Mr. Crarpy. Under the Palace, you say ? 

Mr. Carrer. Under the Palace local. “It is an amalgamated local. 

Mr. Criarpy. Sort of a subsidiary to on main one or a branch? 

Mr. Carrer. No; they are a part of it. You see, where there are 
small locals which cannot maintain aoainiven we make them all a 
part of the large local, and they all have an equal voice. 
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In Fenton we have 2 or 3 small industries—Fenton Tool Industry ; 
Fenton Tool & Die. Iam not sure of it. 

In Owosso we have Redmond’s Auto-Lite and several smaller locals 
that are part of the Redmond local, Redmond amalgamated. 

In Lansing we have Oldsmobile, Fisher Body, Reo, and 724, which 
takes in several small unions. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Is Motor Wheel in that group / 

Mr. Carrer. No; Motor Wheel is an American Federation of Labor 
union. 

Mr. Tavenner. Over what period of time have you been the regional 
director of C-1? 

Mr. Carrer. I was elected in March of 1951. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you held any positions within that region in 
the union prior to your elevation to your present position 

Mr. Carrer. Oh, yes; several. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you describe the principal positions? 

Mr. Carrer. I was president of A. C. local; 1 was chairman of the 
bargaining committee in A. C. local; for 3 years I was 

Mr. TAVENNER. Excuse me. When were you president of the A. C. 
loc al? 

Mr. Carrer. 1947 until 1948, the spring of each year. I am not sure 
of the exact date; 3 years preceding that I was chairman of the bar- 
gaining committee in that local union. 

I was three times president of the Greater Flint Industrial Council; 
then a district committeeman; served as labor’s representative on the 
OPA in the area; been vice president of the State CIO; and probably 
a lot of other ones; but those are the principal ones. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Carter, during the course of the hearings which 
this committee conducted in Detroit, and in Flint during April and 
May of 1954 a secret directive of the Communist Party was brought to 
light which exposed the Communist Party plan to colonize industry. 

It was the view of this committee that this plan of colonization was 
designed to strengthen Communist Party units in that vital area, and 
that it was also intended to make available in that area intelligent and 
trained Communist Party leadership for future activity in that area 

The effort exerted by the Communist Party to put that plan into 
effect and the extent of its success is under a continuing investigation 
by this committee. 

Quite a few witnesses were heard on that subject, both at Detroit 
and in Flint. 

(Quite a number of persons answering the category of colonizers, as 
I have indicated, were identified in the testimony taken at those two 
places. 

The September 8, 1954 issue of the State Journal, a newspaper pub- 
lished in Lansing, Mich., has come to the attention of the committee, 
in which it is reported that you made a statement in the course of a 
speech which you delivered on the preceding day before the Lions 
Club and the Optimist Club in Lansing, indicating that you have some 
knowledge on that subject, and it is with regard to that I desire to 
question you particularly. 

This news article referred to quotes you in this manner: 





27” 


“These 2 
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the 27, parenthetically, related to certain individuals who had been 
identified as colonizers during the course of the testimony before the 
committee 





“were known before Kit Clardy and his House Subcommittee on Un-American 
Activities ever probed into the situation,” Carter declared. 

“Seventeen of them,” he stated, “were known just as soon as they showed in 
meetings. Most of them were sent to Flint from New York and most of them 
were educated in the City College of New York. They were spotted because they 
talked way over the heads of the union man and because they knew nothing of 
automobile-plant aes Carter said. 

The speaker said, “The other 10 were regular automobile-plant workers, and 
although it took a little longer we found them out.” 

We oe you correctly reported in that article ? 

Mr. Carrer. Well, pretty close to correct. The quoting of the 
figure a the amount of people, is not correct. 

I don’t believe I quoted a figure. I believe, if my memory serves me 
right, either fortunately or unfortunately—I don’t know which—I 
never write a speech and I have no copy of the speech; but, as I recall, 
I said that no one was exposed that we already do not know. 

Now, it is actually only a partial quote t there, too, because if I may 
goa little further than your question on this matter, my speech in front 
of the Lions club was on the subject of capital and labor’s part in 
democracy, and this was only a small portion of the speech, and it 
followed the newspaper artic ‘le in Flint which had quoted the chair- 
man of the subcommittee as stating that he had exposed many people 
who held key positions in our union in the city of Flint, and that is 
what brought about my discussion when I said that was not true, that 
no one who was exposed held any key positions in our union. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vewpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I didn’t see that and I have made no statement about 
exposing men in key positions in the union. 

I wonder if you have a copy of the quotation of the speech ? 

Mr. Carrer. Unfortunately, I don’t have that, and I believe, Con- 
gressman, it occurred in the Flint News-Advertiser, because I got 
clippingsinthe Journal. I didn’t get that one. 

Mr. Crarpy. If you could get it and give me a reference, I would 
appreciate it 

Mr. Carrer. I certainly will. 

Mr. Crarpy. Because what I did say was that we had exposed some 
27 colonizers and that there were 75 that we knew about yet to be 
exposed. c 

There was no reference made to any position that they occupied, but 
I did make this very clear and I apprehend that you didn’t get it: 
that a Communist in any organiz: ition, my own, yours or any other, is 
dangerous to America regardless of the position that he occupies. 

Now, that is what should have been quoted. 

I see that you were given credit for saying 27. I apprehend that was 


because we had exposed 27 and they wove that into the stor y with your 
merely saying— 


Mr. Carrer. It isa minor st: atement, anyway. 
Mr. Crarpy. That is right. 
It wasn’t germane, really, or necessary. 
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Mr. Carrer. If I could have a couple of minutes, I think I could 
clear this matter up and clear up our position also, if you would care 
to let me talk for a couple minutes here to clear it up. 

Mr. Tavenner. I will be very glad to let you make any explana- 
tion you desire, but I believe for the moment if you will let me ask— 

I say I believe that is entirely in order, but I believe before you make 
your explanation I would like to ask you 1 or 2 questions, following up 
the question that I just asked you. 

You stated that the article which I read was in substance correct, and 
lam referring now particularly to your statement that 27 persons were 
known to you, or at least those that the committee had identified were 
known to you. 

Now, I want to ask you whether you will furnish the committee with 
the names of any persons in addition to those 27 whom you place 
in the category of colonizers. 

Mr. Carter. I want to say this, at the outset: That I don’t have any 
legal or probative evidence that any person is a member of the 
Communist Party. Therefore—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. Pardon me. You mean even including the 27 whose 
identity we revealed in Michigan ? 

Mr. Carrer. Legal or probative evidence I don’t have on any of 
them. 

Mr. Water. As I understand the witness, then, what he stated was 
a mental operation. It was a conclusion he reached because of certain 
things that happened, but he did not have the kind of evidence that 
is admissible in a trial in court. 

Isn’t that it? 

Mr. Carter. That is correct. My obligation as a union officer re- 
quires me to keep close watch on as many of our membership as we 
van, and while I may know it myself, I do not have legal or probative 
evidence. 

Mr. Criarpy. Would it be fair to say, then, you had what amounted 
to a suspicion or a belief that some of them were members, but that, 
unlike the committee, you did not have any evidence of probative 
value that could have been produced to prove that those people were? 

Mr. Carrer. Just one second. 

(At this point, Mr. Carter conferred with Messrs. Cranefield and 
Rauh.) 

Mr. Carter. As I stated previously, I don’t have legal or probative 
evidence, didn’t have then, but my beliefs are my own, of course. 

Mr. Criarpy. Oh, certainly; and nobody is criticizing you for that 
because even the committee has many times concluded in its own mind 
that somebody may be a member of the party or not a member and 
still not be able to clinch it, and we try, and I think we succeed, never 
to have anybody identified before this committee unless and until we 
have evidence that will stand up and that will clinch it. 

Now, on those 27 irrefutable evidence was produced before the com- 
mittee, not only in Michigan, but at other places, linking these people 
with the Communist Party, and I assume that one of the things that 
made you say what you did was that you accepted our conclusion— 
at least in part—as proof in support of your belief. 

Am I not correct there ¢ 

Mr. Carter. I had those beliefs, Congressman, a long time before 
your committee was there. 
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Mr. Cuarpy. Well, you couldn’t do anything about it for the reasons 
you have indicated ¢ 
~ You didn’t have any proof; so, you had to keep it to yourself ? 

Mr. Carrer. That's correct. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think that clears up the question I had in mind. 

The inference from the article was that you knew you had knowledge 
of Communist Party membership of these colonizers, but actually it 
was a conclusion which you had reached on speculation and surmise 
and not on any ti angible evidence. 

ae Water. I think it was more than speculation, because, after 
all, when peop le are e xperts in this field they can spot a Commie in 
5 minutes, and it is more than speculation. 

While you can’t prove a man has a card in his pocket, nevertheless 
his activities at a union meeting brand him as indelibly as if he had a 
great, big sign across his forehead. 

They are not kidding as many people as they think they are, 
particularly labor leaders. 

They don’t kid them for one minute. 

Mr. Criarpy. All of which prompts me, if I may, Mr. Chairman, to 
ask this question: When you had some pretty definite suspicions of 
that kind, why did you not bring that to the attention of the prior 
committee back in 1952? 

Mr. Carrer. You are referring, I assume, Congressman, to the 
Mallard committee ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. No,no. You are talking now about the testimony you 
gave in March of 1952 before an assistant attorney general, where you 
testified under oath, much as you are testifying now. 

Mr. Carter. Yes. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Now, I am saying this: If you did have such strong 
beliefs and suspicions, even though you didn’t have proof, how did it 
happen that you ae t bring it to the attention of the House Commit- 
tee on Un 1- Ame rican Activities or one of the Senate committees at that 
time that were senile engaged in trying to help you clear the unions 
of Communist influences ? 

Mr. Carter. Well, Congressman, we have done a pretty good job of 
clearing the unions of Communist influence by ourselves, and we 
haven’t had to ask for outside help to do our job. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, you didn’t get rid of any of those 27, did you? 

Mr. Carrer. Congressman, I think you ought to check the provi- 
sions of the Taft-Hartley law and you will find out the only way we 
can bar a person from working in the plants or belonging to our union 
is by their refusal to pay dues. 

Now we have consistently asked for changes in the Taft-Hartley 
law, even its repeal. We haven’t gotten it. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You misapprehend what I was getting at: I started 
off by saying: Why did you not bring it to the attention of the 
committee ? 

Mr. Carter. I think my first answer to that, Congressman, answers 
that, where I said I have no legal or probative ev idence, and I can say 
further on that score, Congressman, from listening to the transcript 
of the hearings, as was played over the air in Flint, “when you held the 
hearings there, and reading them in the papers, and so forth, I assume 
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the FBI has much more legal and probative evidence than any of us 
could provide and the committee was—that information apparently 
was made available to the committee. 

Mr. Crarvy. No, not by the FBI. I see you are under the same 
misapprehension that a lot of people are. 

We can give them information but, unfortunately, by law they are 
prohibited from giving it to us; but, at any rate, you did not take any 
move at any time against any of those of whom you had some suspicion. 

Mr. Mouvper. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vextpe. What type of move are you talking about, Mr. 
Congressman ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. Any kind of move to get rid of them or to expose them, 
or do anything to break their backs as effective Communists in the 
labor movement. 

Mr. Carrer. In each local union the job of enforcing our constitu- 
tion was carried out. Our constitution is much stronger probably 
than the Constitution of the United States in this regard, in that we 
do not allow any member of the Communist, Nazi, or Fascist Parties 
to hold or even seek any office in our labor unions, and we carried out 
that obligation. 

That’s my obligation that I take under oath when I become an officer. 
It is an obligation that local union officers take, and we carried out 
that obligation, Congressman, and there is nothing further that we 
can do. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Now suppose this committee—and forget the 27—in 
the future should, as it undoubtedly will, reveal the identity of the 75 
additional colonizers, whose identity we have. Suppose that should 
be laid out. Is there anything that the union can do to remove them 
from the positions they occupy, even though they are merely members 
of a local? 

Mr. Carrer. Are you talking about the position of work in the shop, 
or positions in the union, because they don’t hold any positions in our 
union. 

[f you are talking about their position in the shop, the job where 
they make their living, we do not have any legal rights to remove them. 

In fact, we are restricted from it by the terms of the Taft-Hartley 
law. 

Mr. Ciarpy. And you have no authority, under your constitution, 
to take away their union membership; is that what you are saying / 

Mr. Carter. I want to say this, Congressman, that since 1941—not 
since 1952, but since 1941—we have had provisions in our constitutior 
to prohibit Communist Party members, Nazis, Fascists, et cetera, 
from holding office in our union. 

Now those provisions have been consistently strengthened, and if 
under the terms—and they are strengthened by delegates in conven- 
tion that meet every 2 years, or elected delegates from all locals in the 
UAW—those delegates write our constitution and make all changes in 
the constitution. 

They have made it consistently stronger, and if, under the terms of 
the Taft-Hartley law, we were allowed to expel people from member 
ship, thus depriving them of their job, which it doesn’t allow us, then 
I feel quite confident that the delegates to our convention would put 
the necessary legislation into our constitution. 
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Mr. Ciarpy. I differ with your interpretation of the Taft-Hartley 
law; but, at any rate, as you understand it now, you are powerless to 
do an ae about taking away their union membership ? 

Mr. Carrer. That’s correct. 

Mr. Water. May I direct your attention to the same constitution 
you are talking about, and I don’t want to belabor this thing: After 
all, under the provision that you describe as harsh—I think that is the 
term you us sed—weren’t certain Communist unions expelled from the 
CIO? 

Mr. Carrer. Yes. Eleven unions representing a large amount of 
the membersh Ip. 

[ want to check that figure. 

(At this point Mr. Carter conferred with Messrs. Cranefield and 
Rauh.) 

Mr. Carrer. Around a half million people who were members of 
unions that were Communist dominated were expelled from the CIO. 

Now, I don’t want to infer here or anywhere else that those half 
million people were Communists. Definitely they were not, but they 
were Communist-controlled unions. 

Mr. Waurer. Isn’t one of the amendments of the Taft-Hartley Act, 
that I am very much in favor of, designed to assist the CIO in pre- 
venting harsh treatment to those people who were put out of the CIO 
because of membership in a Communist union, and if the law were 
amended so that the union, the CIO, could deal with individual cases, 
then nothing could be done to militate against those people who acci- 
dentally are members of a Communist-dominated union ¢ 

Mr. Carrer. I believe that’s right, Congressman. That is my 
belief. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Why did the labor unions oppose some of our efforts 
to get that kind of amendment in this last session of Congress; do you 
know ¢ 

Mr. Carrer. I will have to check with counsel. I don’t know the 
answer. 

(At this point, Mr. Carter conferred with Messrs. Cranefield and 
Rauh.) 

Mr. Carrer. I am not aware that they did. If they did, I can’t ex- 
plain it. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You wouldn’t be in sympathy with it, if they did, 
then? 

Mr. Carrer. Any amendment, Congressman, to any bill that gives 
us greater freedom to clean our own house I am in favor of. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Crarpy. Then you are certainly in favor of that type of legis- 
lation that enables the unions to clean house, the bill this committee 
had a great deal to do with, aren’t you? 

Mr. Carrer. I am not aware of the wording of the amendment, 
Congressman. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Not the Taft-Hartley law. 

Mr. Carrer. I would be a little reluctant to answer without knowing 
its actual wording and meaning. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, it is off the beam. I will talk with you a little bit 
about it later. 


Mr. Veutpr. Mr. Moulder. 
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Mr. Mouxper. I want to make one comment in the beginning. As 
counsel stated, there is no charge or investigation of any affiliation on 
your part in connection with Communist Party activities. 

Now, I want to ask you one question: At the time referred to by Mr. 
Clardy did you then possess or have any infor rmation or knowledge 
or do you now possess or have any information or knowledge con- 
cerning any Communistic activities on the part of any Communist, 
other than your opinion that someone may be a Communist ? 

Mr. Carrer. Again. Congressman, I would have to go back to the 
original statement that I don’t have legal and probative evidence. 

Mr. Moutprr. My point is: As I understand, you do not have any 
such information and you did not have any such information at that 
time other than your suspic ion, as Congressman Walter has said, that 
you believed or ‘spotted the person as probably being a Communist; 
but as far as having any evidence—that you did not have? 

(At this point, Mr. Carter conferred with Messrs. Cranefield and 
Rauh.) 

Mr. Carrer. I think I will use Congressman Walter’s statement and 
stand on that. I think it summed it up pretty well. 

Mr. Moutper. The point I am getting at is that unless you did 
have, or have now, I can see no purpose of the committee in carrying 
on an argument with you about your functions in a labor union, and 
I don’t think that is in your jurisdiction or duty to do unless you 
have any information about Communist activities. 

Mr. Carter. I not only agree with that, but I have got my deer place 
staked out and my gun oiled and I am not desirous of sti iying here 
any longer than I have to either. 

Mr. Moutper. I want to ask one more question—whether you have 
any legal obligation or compulsion to report an opinion or suspicion 
concerning something to this committee. 

Mr. Carrer. I didn’t follow that. 

You say that I have a legal obligation ? 

Mr. Mouxper. I say that I can understand that you do not have. 

Mr. Carrer. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Mouwper. If everyone was running to this committee with some 
mere suspicion—— 

Mr. Carrer. Yes; I agree. 

Mr. Mouper. I assume millions of people would be under constant 
barrage. 

Mr. Carter. Lots of innocent people would be branded. 

Mr. Mouuper. Yes; that is right. 

Mr. Carrer. I agree with that. 

Mr. Watrer. More you mean? Nota lot; more? 

Mr. Carter. Yes; more. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Seman 

Mr. Vevpr. Might I interject just one question, Mr. Carter: If you 
cdo obtain information concerning Communist activities among your 
group, or any other group, as far as that is concerned, you won't hesi- 
tate to ar that information ? 

Mr. Carrer. Certainly not, no more than if I observed a robbery— 
I assume I would be willing to be a witness in the case. 

Mr. Mounper. You would, of course, be willing and anxious to co- 
operate with this committee to give them any information you may 
have concerning communistic or subversive activities? 
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Mr. Carrer. Anything that I have that is legal and probative I cer- 
tainly would be w illing to give. 

Mr. Vexpe. Do you have anything further? 

Mr. Scurrer. Do you know any persons who in your opinion are 
members of the Communist Party, other than the 27 who have been 
ex] yosed ¢ 

Mr. Movxper. I can see where that question would be very unfair. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am not asking who they are. I haven’t asked who 
they are. I have said whether he knows. 

I have st: ayed away from asking who, other than the 27. 

Mr. Movutper. He hasn’t indicated any evidence on his testimony 
that he has that knowledge. 

Mr. Scuerer. I didn’t Say that. 

Mr. Wavrer. On the contrary, he didn’t know there were 27. 

Mr. Scuerer. May I put my question again 4 

Mr. Vexpe. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerer. Other than those who have been exposed, the 27 or 
25, are there any other individuals in your opinion who are members 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Carrer. I think I answered that earlier, Congressman, when I 
said I do not have any legal or probative evidence. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am not talking about legal or probative evidence. 
I am not asking you for the names. I am just asking whether or not, 
from what you hi ave seen of their activities and from your observation 
of the individuals, there are any other individuals whom you believe 
to be members of the Communist Party. the same as you did these 27 
or 25. 

I am not asking you for their names. 

(At this point, Mr. Carter conferred with Messrs. Cranefield and 
Rauch.) 

Mr. Carrer. My answer on that is the same as the answer I have 
given. , 

Mr. Scuerer. What is that answer ? 

Mr. Carrer. That I do not have legal or probative evidence. 

Mr. SCHERI R. In unde rst ind that, but you said in a speech before 
the Lions Club that you knew 25 or 27 were members of the Communist 
Pa ty long before they were ¢ xposed by the committee. 

Mr. Carrer. Congressman, I question your right to question me on 
suppos tion. 

If I have legal or probative evidence, I think you have the right to 
question me on it. I do not have, an al I do not think you have that 
right to question me. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, I, of course, think I do have the right. 

Mr. Movutper. I will agree with the witness. I think this is a very 
unfair question because it calls for a conclusion upon which he has no 
evidence or—— 

Mr. Waurer. Mental operations or processes are no concern of ours 

Mr. Scnerer. You just said, Mr. Walter, a man in his position is 

ble to tell a Communist by what he does in the union—what did you 
say, as if he had a sign on the front ? 

Mr. Watrer. That is right. I base that on years of experience in 
which I have tried important lawsuits, where IT have called witnesses 
and asked them, “In your opinion, what is this and that?” 

This man is the same kind of expert. 
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Mr. Scuerer. All right. That is the reason I agreed with your 
conclusion. 

Mr. Water. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. I certainly did. I think you are right in that con- 
clusion, and I want to know if there are other one iduals he knows, 
because he said he stood on your definition, who, in his opinion, are 
members of the Communist Party. I am not salle you the names. 
] just want to know if there are other individuals. 

Are t here others W ho are in the same category i 

Mr. Carrer. I want to consult with counsel. 

(At this point Mr. Carter conferred with Messrs. Cranefield and 
Rauh.) 

Mr. Carrer. Congressman, I can answer that in this way: Under 
the provisions of our constitution, if any person whom I believe to be 
a member of any of the parties lL have mentioned in my testimony 
should seek office in any of our local unions, | would be obligated to 
put them under trial. 

Now, there are other individuals whom I know—if they sought 
office, I think I would seek trial procedure. 

Mr. Scuerer. I understand that. 1 don’t think you have answered 
the quest ion, but suppose the committee, in a subsequent hearing in the 
State of Minnesota or here, would reveal the names of 5, 10, 15, 
additional individuals, who were colonizers and Communists; I want 
to know whether you would be in the position to say then, as you 
sald before the Lions Club, “I knew for many years ” or “I had formed 
a conclusion in my mind that they were members of the Communist 
Party”? 

Mr. CARTER. That would depend on who they were. In some cases 
I would probably be able to say that. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is what 1 am driving at. Now you have 
come to my answer. 

Now, can you answer my question: Do you know as of today any 
individuals in your union or any place else who, in your opinion, 
are members of the party / 

Remember, I am not asking you who they are. 

(At this point Mr. Carter conferred with Messrs. Cranefield and 
Rauh. ) 

Mr. Carrer. I am not going to go beyond the legal or probative 
evidence that I do not have 

I have stated that, and I certainly don’t want to get in the position 
of having my opinion smear anyone. 

If I had legal or probative evidence, I would offer it 

Mr. Scuerer. I am not asking you—I have been very careful not to 
ask you—the names of any individuals. 

[ just wondered whether there were other individuals that you 
know of P 

Mr. Carrer. I thought I answered that. 

Mr. Scuerer. About whom you had the same opinion as you did 
about the 27. f 

Mr. Carrer. I don’t know. Maybe I am a little dense here, but 
Congressman, I thought I answered that question when I told you 
there were certain people still within our union who, if they sought 
office, | would apply the provisions of the Constitution. 

48861—54—pt. 11——-38 
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I think that answers it. 

Mr. ScHert r. All right. 

Would you give those names to our investigator ? 

Mr. Carrer. Not without legal or probative evidence; no, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. You wouldn’t tell us about those individuals? You 
would have to have some evidence to stop them from being elected 
to pertaones of an officer position of the union, wouldn’t you? 

Mr. Carrer. Congressman, I want to say this: The evidence which 
I would give in a trial in our union woe | be brought out in the pri- 
vacy of the union, and would not bring a fellow under suspicion until 
he hi is been proven, and the type of tri: al we give, Congressman, allows 
cross-examination, allows appeal from the verdict of the trial com- 
mittee, and censure, so that if they come through one of our trial com- 
mittees, if they are guilty when the y reached the final step, you can 
rest. assured the “y are guilty. 

Mr. Scuerer. But you wouldn’t give that information to either 

e Federal Bureau of Investigation or to an investigator of our com- 
mittee / 

Mr. Carrer. It is my understanding, Congressman, the FBI and 
your committee is also interested in conclusive evidence, legal and 
probative evidence. 

I don’t have any and I wouldn't give any unless I had legal and 
] robative evidence. 

Mr. Scuerer. I think I understand. 

That is all. 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I ask a question ? 

Mr. Verne. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Cuarpy. One or two, Mr. Carter. 

Are you satisfied now that the evidence the committee produced 
with respect to the 27 colonizers was solid evidence that had probative 
value, enough to convince you that they are and were members of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Carrer. Probably, Congressman, you would have to ask my 
attorneys that. I am not an attorney, and I am not sure. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I am asking you whether or not, after the committee 
finished its work of identifying these 27 people, through the mouths 
of several witnesses each time that was sufficient to convince you that 
those 27, each and every one of them were members of the party or 
whether you still take the position that they are not and that the evi- 
dence we have produced isn’t worth while. 

Mr. Carrer. I want a little time to talk to counsel on this. 

(At this point Mr. Carter conferred with Messrs. Cranefield and 
Rauh y 

Mr. Carrer. Congressman, as I said, I heard, followed some of the 
oe ae I didn’t hear them all. I haven’t read the transcript. 
Several times I turned my radio on and listened to the hearings and 
became a little disgusted and turned it off. 

In the first place, I am not an attorney; I am not a judge, able to 
pass sentence, and I don’t think you have to ask me to pass sentence. 

I don’t think I am the judge or jury, either one, in this case. IT am 
just. one of the public as far as this case is concerned, and I, not being 
an attorney and not having read the transcript, I cannot say. 
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Mr. Movrper. In fact, it has been a position of this comm ittee—it 
is not mine—not to make any conclusion of a hearing or finding anyone 
guilty or not guilty. 

Mr. Vexpe. That has been the attitude of all members of the com- 
mittee, finding anybody guilty or not guilty. 

Mr. Carrer. Congressman, isn’t it true all 17 or all 27 were not 
questioned ¢ 

Mr. Cuarpy. Is it what? 

Mr. Carrer. Is it true all 27 were not questioned at that time? 

Mr. Ciarpy. It is true that all of them were identified. 

All of them have bee:, given an opportunity to be heard. We invite 
all of them. 

But I am asking you now a question of reduced area: As to those 
on whom you did hear the testimony, are you still unconvinced that 
they are not—— 

Mr. Carrer. The people whose testimony I heard used the fifth 
amendment, and therefore it is rather hard to conclude, 

Mr. Cuarpy. I see. On those you concluded they might not be 
Communists; is that right? 

(At this point Mr. Carter conferred with Messrs. Cranefield and 
Rauh.) 

Mr. Mounprer. Mr. Chairman, I want to make this comment: I think 
it is very unfair to bring a witness be fore the committee and argue 
with him whether he believes the work of the committee has certain 
merit or weight in proving the guilt or innocence of any individual 
or individuals. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You misapprehe nd. 

Mr. Movuuper. I don’t think it is fair to argue with the witness along 
that line. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I am through; but what I was trying to get at is that 
he made the flat public statement that he knew these people were 
Communists before we came on the scene. 

Now he doesn’t know after the testimony was produced. 

I am satisfied. 

Mr. Veupe. Is there anything more, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. TAvENNER. No. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpe. If not, the witness is excused. 

I —_ been advised by the building superintendent this noise will 
go on for the next 2 days. So we will now adjourn to the Armed 
Services Committee room. 

(Whereupon, at 10:58 a. m., a 7-minute recess was taken.) 

(The committee reconvened in room 313, Old House Office Building. 
at 11:05 a. m., the following committee members being present: Rep 
resentative Harold H. Velde (chairman), Kit Clardy. Gordon H. 
Scherer and Francis E. Walter.) 

Mr. Vextpr. The committee will be in order. 

Due to the fact that I have an important appointment, I am going 
to have to leave. So, I now ap point a subcommittee consisting of Mr. 
Clardy as the chairman, Mr. Scherer, Mr. Walter and Mr. Moulder. 

(Representative Harold H. Velde left the hearing room at this 
point. ) 

Mr. Ciarpy (presiding). Are you ready, Mr. Tavenner? 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Crarpy. Call your first witness, 
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Mr. Tavenner. Mr. James M. Coleman, will you come forward, 
please ? 

Mr. CLarpy. Will you stand? 

Raise your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give will be 
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. C OLEMAN, | do. 

Mr. CLArpy. Be seated. 


TESTIMONY OF JAMES ANDREW LEWIS COLEMAN 


Mr. TaveNnerR. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. CoLeMAN. My name is James Coleman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have a middle initial ? 

Mr. Coteman. A. Andrew. 

Mr. TAvenner. Do you have another middle name in addition to 
James A.? 

Mr. Coteman. That is the only one I use. 

Mr. TAvenNeER. What isthe middle name ? 

Mr. Coteman. Lewis. 

Mr. Tavenner. James Andrew Lewis Coleman. 

[tis noted you are not accompanied by counsel. 

It is the practice of the committee to advise everv W itness they are 
entitled to have counsel with them, if they so desire, and they have a 
l ioht to confer with counsel should they desire. 

Mr. Coteman. Well, on the question of counsel, | know it is the 
fashion of this committee to Say that they encourage or that they allow 
counsel: but the fact of the matter is that the lawyers and counsel 
that are generally available for any kind of crime are very reluctant 
to represent the witnesses because ‘of the intimidation that they feel 
this committee brings about. 

Mr. Crarpy. Now, just let me correct you on that. There are many 
able lawyers, inc luding two who appeared with the witness who ap- 
pe ared first this morning. 

There are other able lawyers in this room who have appeared re- 
peatedly representing witnesses who have appeared before us. . 

I cannot let that go unchallenged. 

Mr. Coteman. I can back the statement up. 

Mr. Cuarpy. That is all. 

Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Coteman. I would like to request that no pictures be taken. 

Mr. Cuarpy. The witness will not—— 

Mr. Coteman. This is a request—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. Make any more statements, please. 

Mr. Coteman. I[ would like to request-—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. Never mind. 

Mr. Water. Wait a minute. 

Don’t talk to him. Talk to me. 

What is it you want / 

Mr. Coteman. I want to request that no pictures be taken. 

{ understand I have that right. 

Mr. Water. That isthe rule of this committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Coleman, when and where were you born ? 

Mr. Coteman. I was born in Philadelphia, November 5, 1924. 
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Mr. TavenNer. Where do you now reside / 

Mr. Coteman. IT reside in Flint, Mich. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Flint ? 

Mr. Coteman. In answering that question, I understand, from the 
purposes stated by you of the investigation of this committee, that 
my loyalty is in question just because of the fact that I live in Flint, 
and that because my living in Flint has not been a permanent thing, 
that I came there at a certain time, at which your committee is at- 
tempting to establish a colonization took place, and because of that 
basic approach that this committee has had and stated, I see more 
to that question than just—I see the answer to that question being 
more than just stating how long or where I lived at in Flint. 

So, I would like to give my reasons for objecting to that question, 
and—— 

Mr. Water. Now, do you refuse to answer the question ? 

Mr. Coteman. Well, the point is—— 

Mr. Watrer. Do you refuse to answer the question ? 

Don’t you underst: ind English? 

Mr. Coteman. I understand E nglish perfectly. 

Mr. Watrer. Do you refuse to answer the question of how long 
you lived in Flint ¢ Answer “Yes” or “No.” 

Mr. Coteman. I can’t answer “Yes” or “No.” 

Mr. CLarpy. Yes; you can, and I direct that you do so. 

Mr. CoLeman. You direct that I answer “Yes” or “No”? 

Mr. Cuarpy. Yes. 

Mr. Water. How long have you lived in Flint ? 

Mr. Coteman. What do you want me to answer, “Yes” or “No”? 

I will answer what you direct me to answer. 

What do you want me to say # 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are asked to answer “Yes” or “No” to the ques- 
tion propounded by Mr. Walter. 

Mr. CoLeMAN. Yes. What do you want me to say ¢ 

What do you want to know / 

Mr. Watrer. How long have you lived in Flint ? 

Mr. CoLeman. I would like to give my answer to that question, but 
I can only give it in the way I understand the question to be—— 

Mr. Wavrer. Have you lived there 5 years? 

Mr. Coteman. Mr. Congressman, with all due respect, I would like 
to point out the question—— 

Mr. Water. Have you lived there 5 years? 

Mr. Coteman. Is not a simple one. I don’t understand it being 
a simple question. 

Mr. Water. Have you lived in Flint 5 years? 

Mr. CotemMan. I’d hke to gzo—— 

Mr. Waurer. Have you lived in Flint 5 years? 

This isn’t funny. 

Mr. Coteman. I don’t look at it funny. 

Mr. Water. It may be to you, but it isn’t to me. 

Mr. Coteman. I don’t regard it as being funny. The question—— 

Mr. Water. Quit laughing then. 

Have you lived in Flint 5 vears ¢ 

Mr. Coteman. I don’t know whether I have lived in Flint 5 years 
or not, exactly. 

Mr. Waurer. Have you lived in Flint 6 years? 
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Mr. Coteman. But I— 

Mr. Warrer. Have you lived in Flint 6 years? 

Mr. Coteman. May I answer the question ¢ 

Mr. Waurer. Yes; answer it. Say “yes” or “no”—*Yes; I have 
lived there 6 years” or “No; I haven’t.” 

Mr. Cou MAN. Well, | would like to use the fifth anit ndment on 
part of that question. 

Mr. Waurer. All right. 

Mr. Coteman. And on the other part of the question = 

Mr. Waurer. In other words, you refuse to answer the question on 
the ground that the answer might incriminate you; is that it 

Mr. CoLeman. That is a part of my answer. 

Mr. Water. Is that the answer? 

Mr. CoLeman. That is part of my answer. 

Mr. Waurer. All right. Then let’s go to something different now. 

Have you lived in Flint 8 years? 

Mr. CoLEMAN. Well, a part of the answer to that question is that 
I claim the protection of the fifth amendment in not answering a 
part of that question. 

Mr. Waurer. Mr. Chairman, I request that the witness be directed 
to answer the question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Yes. The Chair directs that you answer the question 
last propounded. 

Mr. Coteman. What is the question ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. You were asked as to whether you had lived in Flint 
S years. You are directed to answer that. 

Mr. Coreman. Mr. Chairman, I answered the question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You have not. 

Mr. Coreman. And I will answer it again. 

Mr. CLtarpy. And you are directed to answer. 

Mr. Coteman. Part of that question, as I understand it, I refuse 
to answer on the basis of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. What part ? 

Mr. Coteman. The part that tends to incriminate me. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Which part tends to do that? 

Mr. Coteman. The part that tends to incriminate me is the part 
of associating me with a group that has come to Flint to colonize and 
to cast upon my reputation that I am a subverter of the United States 
or that I advocate the violent overthrow of the Government. 

Mr. Ctarpy. Now, we haven’t reached that point. We haven’t asked 
you any of those questions. 

Mr. Coreman. That is the question—the way I understand it. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I will ask you now: Were you associated with any 
SI eh YTOUu 4 

Mr. Coteman. What group? 

Mr. Ciarpy. The group you just described. 

Mr. CoLeman. Now, isthe other question over ? 

Is this another question ¢ 

I have lost you. 

Mr. CLtarpy. You understand. You have a good education. 

Mr. Coteman. Do I? 

Mr. Ciarpy. Now, suppose you tell us—— 

Mr. Coreman. Well, I am asking for this question. What exactly 
is the question ? 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 7119 


Have I answered the question before to your satisfaction ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. You described a group which you said the answer to 
the previous question might associate you with, and my question is: 
Were you associated with that group ? 

Mr. Coteman. Well, I would like to answer that in fullness, if I 
may. 

Mr. Crarpy. Will you answer it “yes” or “no”? 

Mr. Coreman. If you direct me to answer it “yes” or “no” I will—— 

Mr. Cuarpy. Will you please subside until I finish ? 

Let’s have a little order here. 

Will you answer the question either “yes” or “no,” or do you intend 
to invoke the fifth amendment? 

You have the right to do so, and we will accord you the privilege 
if you want to do so; but we are not going to waste all day on you 
having you make speeches. 

If you want to raise the fifth amendment, say so. 

Mr. Coreman. Well, I don’t intend to answer the question “yes” 
and I don’t intend to answer it “no.” 

And I don’t mean to use the fifth amendment to cover the entirety 
of the question, as I understand it, because part of the question, as I 
understand it, I would like to answer. 

Mr. Watrer. What part of the 8 years didn’t you live in Flint? 

Mr. Coteman. What did you say ? 

Mr. Cuarpy. You heard the question. 

Mr. Coteman. I heard the question, but I didn’t get it completely. 

What did you say ? 

Mr. Wauter. It 1s just about as sensible—go ahead. 

Mr. Crarpy. I will get at it a little differently, and we will start 
this all over again. 

On what date did you come to Flint? 

Mr. Coteman. Well, if I may be allowed, I would like to answer 
the question fully. If I can’t—if you won’t permit me—to answer 
the question fully, then I would like to answer part of it by saying 
that I claim my rights under the fifth amendment not to answer a 
part of that question. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Now, I have asked you a simple question as to the date 
when you came to Flint. 

Mr. Coteman. And I answered that. 

Mr. Cxiarpy. I am directing you to answer that specific question 
by telling us the date or telling us you refuse to answer and stating 
the grounds for your refusal. 

Mr. Cotrman. If I may state the grounds of my refusal to answer, 
and my answer fully, I would be glad to do so. 

Mr. CLarpy. We will not permit you to make a speech. 

Mr. Coteman. It is nota question of a speech. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Let’s get at it this way: Do you intend to raise the fifth 
amendment in refusing to answer that question ? 

Mr. Coteman. I don’t want you to understand—I don’t want the 
public to understand—I use the whole of the fifth amendment for that 
question because I—— 

Mr. Wavrer. Mr. Chairman, may I ask a question ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. You may. 

Mr. Wavrer. On what date did you move to Flint, Mich. ? 
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Mr. Coteman. Mr. Congressman, as that question seems to me to be 
of the same nature of the other questions that have been raised by this 
committee and by the counsel, the nature, namely, of associating me 
with the idea—with a group or as a subverter of the United States 
Government—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are directed to answer the question propounded 
by Congressman Walter. 

Mr. Coteman. And my answer to the question, since I ani directed, 
will have to be, since you won't allow me to give my answer in full— 
will have to be to claim my rights under the fifth amendment not to 
incriminate myself. 

That is the only way I can answer that question. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. Chairman, may I ask a question ? 

Mr. Crarpy. You may. 

Mr. Movutprer. Where did you reside before you went to Flint? 

Mr. COLEMAN. [ resided na number of different places before I 
went to Flint. 

Mr. Movutper. The place you resided immediately before going to 
Flint; where did you reside? 

Mr. Coteman. Mr. Congressman, that, too, as I understand, has 
been used as a way of associating me with a colonization movement 





because 

Mr. Crarpy. You are directed to answer the last question. 

Mr. Coreman. They claim all the colonizers come from the East 
and certain parts of the East, and—— 

Mr. CLtarpy. Witness, did you hear me? 

You are directed to answer that question. 

Now, I should warn you at this juncture that, in the opinion of the 
Chair, at least, the invocation of the fifth amendment in refusing to 
tell us where you lived before you went to Flint or telling us the date 
you went to Flint is improper and you are, in my humble judgment, 
endangering yourself in refusing to do it on that eround: and, so, I 
am directing you, with that warning, to answer that last question. 

Mr. Coteman. My answer—if I am using the fifth amendment in- 
correctly, it’s—I’m sorry that I will be under your—— 

Mr. Crarpy. You may be sorry. 

Mr. Coteman. That I may be at your mercy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Not at ours. 

Mr. Coreman. But, nevertheless, as I understand the question, I see 
it being more than a simple question; and you, as an attorney, having 
been an attorney before, know that questions that are apparently 
simple have complicated meanings and I will answer the question if 
you want me to, but—— 

' Mr. Movutper. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Just a moment. 

Let’s see if he is going to answer the question. 

Mr. Coteman. I don’t—when I say these things I don’t want to 
waive my rights, any of my rights, under the Constitution, and espe- 
cially since the fifth amendment is important I would want to claim 
that right at all times. 

Mr. Watrer. May I start from a different angle ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I be sure he is refusing? You are refusing to 
answer on many grounds, including the fifth amendment ? 


oO 
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Mr. Coreman. I am not refusing to answer all of the questions I 
understand, because I want to, as I say, answer part of the questions 
as I understand that question to be. 

Mr. Waurer. Where were you born / 

Mr. Coteman. As I stated, I was born in Philadelphia. 

Mr. Waurer. When? 

Mr. Coteman. November 5, 1924. 

Mr. W ALTER, When did you leave Philadelphia ¢ 

Mr. CoLEmMan. 1924. 

Mr. Watrer. When did you leave Philadelphia ¢ 

Mr. Coteman. I went in service in 1942, I believe, and I stayed 
there for quite a while. 

Mr. Watrer. And after you left the service you went back to 
Philadelphia ¢ 

Mr. Coteman. I did. 

Mr. Watrer. When was that ? 

Mr. Coteman. I don’t see any harm in that question. I will answer 
that question, but I would like to say there are more answers you can 
give than just the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Waurer. Answer the question. 

Mr. CotemMan. I protest. 

Mr. Watrer. No; you can’t protest anything, because if it were 
legitimate, 1 would be the last person in the world foreclosing a person 
from answering anything. 

Mr. Coteman. May I answer that question / 

Mr. Waurer. All right; answer it. 

Mr. Coteman. What is the question ? 

Mr. Cuarpy. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Wavrer. Aren’t you paying any attention? 

Mr. Coteman. I am, but I also have to think about a lot of other 
things, too. 

Mr. Waurer. When did you leave the service ? 

Mr. Coteman. Forty-six, I believe. 

Mr. WALTER. And did you go back to Phil idelphia when you left 
the service ? 

Mr. Coteman. I did. 

Mr. Water. How long did you remain in Philadelphia? 

Mr. Coteman. I remained in Philadelphia—I don’t know: about 
a year, [ guess. 

Mr. Wavrer. Then did you go to Flint ? 

Mr. CoLemMan. | would like that is the same question that I 
answered before. 

Mr. Watrer. Did you go to Flint after you left Philadelphia ? 

Mr. Coreman. I would rather answer the question fully. If not, 
I would like to claim the fifth amendment to the part of the question 
I understand 

Mr. Watrer. Then, as I understand it, you take the position tnat 
anybody who left Philadelphia is a colonizer for the Communists; 
is that it? 

Mr. CotemMANn. I am not taking that position. I don’t know what— 
the position that I understand this committee is taking is to prove 
that there is a certain link of actions that have taken place in the 
past some—I don’t know what years, but have led to the Communist 
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Party sending me and others to Flint, Mich., to overthrow the 
Government. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, did the Communist Party send you to Flint, 
Mich. ? 

Mr. Coreman. If I answered that question, it would have to be 
in its entirety, and I would have to claim the fifth amendment 
on all of these questions that have been asked me so far. 

Mr. Water. You decline to answer the question of whether or 
not the Communist Party sent you to Flint, Mich., because to answer 
that question might tend to incriminate you; is that your answer? 

Mr. Coreman, Like all the other quest ions. 

Mr. Water. Is that your answer to this last one? 

Mr. Coteman. The answer is that, in order to answer it fully—you 
won’t allow me to answer it fully and, since I can’t, I claim the fifth 
amendment to part of the question. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, I think Mr. Walter has a good sug- 
gestion. I think we should let him answer that question fully. 

Mr. Crarpy. I see you have a written statement in front of you. 

Mr. Coteman. It isn’t as long as it looks, but I would like to—— 

Mr. Cuarpy. It is longer than it should be, but I will see how our 
patience—— 

Mr. Waurer. Has this statement anything to do with the question 
you refuse to answer; namely, whether the Communist Party sent you 
to Flint, Mich. ¢ 

Is that in that statement? 

Mr. Coteman. That’s true. 

Mr. Watrer. Where? 

Mr. Coteman. Well, it isn’t any one word. 

Mr. Ciarpy. How many pages long is that ? 

Mr. Coteman. Oh, let’s see—big print—it’s only 4 pages. 

Mr. Ciarpy. The Chair will permit you to give the answer. We 
will see how germane it is. 

Mr. Watrter. Is that responsive to this question now, the question 
you refuse to answer ? 

Mr. Coreman. Yes; it is. 

Mr. Ciarpy. We will see. 

Let’s hear it. 

You can read it rapidly because the reporter can copy it. Read it 
rapidly and hand it to the reporter so that he may get the correct 
reading in the record. 

Mr. Coteman. Where is the reporter at ? 

Mr. Scnerer. Before you read it, did you write the statement your- 
self ? 

Mr. Coteman. I wrote the statement myself because, as I said, 
I didn’t have any attorney, because this committee, rather, as Clardy 
said—the committee allows an attorney—— 

Mr. Watrer. That is not fair. Clardy, Mr. Clardy or Congress- 
man Clardy didn’t say that. 

Mr. Coteman. It is not as simple. 

Mr. Water. You know full well that every witness appearing 
before this committee has been accorded the privilege—— 

Mr. Coteman. I had to go to five attorneys before I got one at- 
torney, and then when I got him he wanted $5,000. 

Mr. Water. Maybe they didn’t want to be seen with you. 
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Mr. Coteman. That is what I say. This committee has brought 
this situation about. 

Mr. Watrer. All right; go ahead and read your statement. 

Mr. Coteman. In answering that question, my loyalty to my coun- 
try is being questioned, merely being called before this committee, be- 
cause one is deemed guilty until proven innocent. 

I want to answer all questions with clarity, simplicity, and without 
fear. However, I must guard against being baited and trapped 
by legal hair-splitting and being smeared as an enemy of my coun- 
try. I must try to answer in such a way as to insure that you and the 
public get the correct understanding from my replies. 

I think that by calling me before this committee and thereby at- 
taching to my reputation, by reference and innuendo that I am a 
threat to America, that my actions are of a subversive nature, is in 
itself an act of anti-Negro discrimination. I think it represents 
malfeasance of office to thereby persecute me as a _ subversive 
American. 

Mr. Watrer. Mr. Chairman, I would interrupt. 

I move that be stricken from the record. 

I am sick and tried of sitting here and listening to that sort of 
thing. 

Mr. Coteman. I am not just stating it. I have something to sup- 
port my statement. 

Mr. Watrer. Anti-Negro—— 

Mr. Coteman. It is definitely anti-Negro. 

Mr. Waurer. That is a vicious falsehood. 

Mr. Coteman. Well, the murderers, for example, of Harry Moore, 
in Florida, have not been called or investigated by this committee, 
and his wife and his whole family were not only murdered, but they 
were intimidated. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You better get back to reading your statement if you 
want to have the privilege. 

Mr. Coteman. All right. 

Mr. Watrer. It is typical of the old pro. That is it. It is just 
the old pro statement. 

Mr. Coteman. The imprisonment—this is a substantiation of the 
fact—the imprisonment of a Negro mother, Mrs. Rosalie Ingram, in 
Georgia, goes uncontested by you while daily civil rights of my 
Negro brothers and sisters all over our country are overtly denied 
to them. : 

Mr. Crarpy. Let me interrupt you just a moment. 

Did you copy out of the Daily Worker? I have found it in the 
Daily Worker. 

Mr. Coteman. If it is in the Daily Worker-—— 

Mr. Criarpy. Will you please subside until I finish asking the 
question ? 

I have read that same tripe in the Daily Worker. 

Mr. Coteman. It is not tripe. 

Mr. Crarpy. Did you copy it from the Daily Worker? 

Mr. CoremMan. It is not tripe. It is all fact and I have to live under 
this situation. 

Mr. Criarpy. Proceed. 

I am going to let you finish. 
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Mr. Coteman. Has this committee ever, or will it ever, summon 
before it this character, Bowls, in Maryland, who is a rabid and 
fanatical and open anti-Ne oro and Fascist ? 

Will you subpena any one of the southern officials who openly defy 
the recent Supreme Court edicts on integration in public schools? 

The answer plainly is that you haven't bothered them, and you 
won't bother them, yet you question niy loy: ilty, which is obviously 
and without a doubt more true than theirs. 

I think this is a gross act of anti-Negro discrimination. 

My allegiance to America is not only of the truest but is also the 
highest type. 

Mr. Scuerer. All right, now. I think I have the floor. I asked 
the question. 

I can’t see that anything you have read so far comes anywhere near 
answering my question, and the question is: Did the Communist 
Party send you to Flint? 

Now, that is the question. You are talking about your loyalty to 
your country and your loyalty being attacked and impugned. 

Mr. CoLeMAN. Th: it is what ‘the question is. My loyalty—— 

Mr. Scuerer. We can see right now whether your loyalty is being 
unpugned by the way you answer my question. 

Now, will you answer the question ? 

Then you can make any exp lanation you want 

Mr. Coreman. I am in the process of answering your question. 
You haven't let me comp rlete— 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you answer the question ? 

Mr. Coteman. I haven’t answered the question yet. 

Mr. Scuerer. I think his position is that he has refused to answer, 
and he is clearly in contempt. 

Mr. Coteman. If I haven’t answered the question fully, then I will 
have to claim the fifth amendment on the rest of what I would like—— 

Mr. Scuerer. I thought you would claim the fifth amendment to 
that question. 

Isn't it a fact the Communist Party sent you to Flint, Mich., for the 
purpose of colonizing in the automotive industry ? 

Isn’t that a fact ? 

Mr. Coteman. The only way I Ne answer that question fully and in 


circumstances you won't allow me—I will have to use the fifth amend- 
ment. 


Mr. Scuerer. All right. 

Mr. Waurer. What type of work did you do before that ? 

Mr. CoteMan. I went to grade school, high school. 

Mr. Wavrer. Work. Work, I said. 

Mr. Coteman. I went tothe re whe n I got out of school. 

Mr. Waurer. You ever did any work at all be fore you went to Flint 
to affix yourself on the honest, h; ard-working American laborers? 

Mr. Coteman. Lama World War veteran. I am an American, four 
cvenerations back or more. 

Mr. Water. Did you ever work anywhere in your life outside of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Coteman. My answer to that question, like the other two ques- 
tions you have: asked me and not allowed me to complete an answer 

Mr. Wavrer. Well, what type of work have you ever done? 
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Mr. Coteman. I was a soldier in the Army, and the only thing they 
would allow me to do was work, wash windows, and s ‘rub floors, and 
make up the officers’ beds. and make ball fields for the white soldiers 
that I couldn't play on myself, right here in the United States. That 
is the type of work I have ‘done. 

Mr. Wavrer. That is the type of work you have done, and because 
of the experie nee you gi ained 

Mr. Coreman. And nothing was investigated there. 

Mr. Warrer. From building baseball fields for white ballplay- 
ers— 
Mr. Coreman. And I wasn’t allowed to play on it. Add that, too. 
Mr. Wartrer. You went to Flint and became a leader in a labor 
ee. is that it / 


Mr. Coreman. That is what you are saying. I am not saying that. 
Mr ALTER. Well, is that the truth / 
Mr. Cokin My answer to that question is hke the answer to 


the other question, that unless I can answer the questions fully I will 
have to use the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were you a member of the Communist Party while 
vou were 1n the Army ¢ 
Mr. Coteman. Like the answer to that question, like the other 
questions 

Mr. Scuerer. The fact is you were a Communist before you went 
into the Army ¢ 

Mr. CotemMaAn. You want tosay Il was a Communist, born; is that it ? 

If you want to say that, you have that privilege. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am not saying that. I am asking you: Isn't it a 
fact you were a member of os Communist Party before you went, 
into the Army and that your experience in the Army had nothing to 
do with you becoming a men b er of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Coteman. Do you have that as a fact ¢ 

Mr. Scuerer. I am asking you. 

Mr. Coteman. Oh, you are asking me that. 

Mr. Scuerer. Isn’t that a fact? 

Mr. Coteman. I thought it was a rhetorical question, the way you 
presented it pnp? 

Mr. Crarpy. Answer the question, Witness. 

Mr. Coteman. But actually, I wouldn’t want to answer that ques 
tion unless I can answer it fully: and since I can’t, I will use the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. What are you doing in the way of work at the present 
time? I don’t mean while you are sitting here on the st: and, but be- 
fore you came to W ashineton for this hearing. 

Mr. Coteman. That question, like the other questions, Mr. Clardy, 
if I am not allowed to answer fully, I cannot give a simple answer to, 
because those questions are all links, and the only way you will allow 
me to answer is by using the fifth amendment. 

Mr. CLarpy. Now, Witness. you are directed to answer that. 

Mr. Coteman. And I use the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are directed to answer that question, because all 
I want to know is whether you are working or— 

Mr. Coreman. You want to know whether there is a linkage—— 

Mr. CLarpy. Witness, will you subside, please ? . 
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You have been impudent enough, and your very conduet—— 
Mr. Coreman. You are asking: 
Mr. Ciarpy. Will you please keep quiet ? 

Listen carefully. I am going to ask you a series of very simple, 
understandable questions. 

Are you working in an auto plant— 

Mr. Coteman,. I answered the question. 

Mr. Crarpy. At Flint at the present time ? 

Mr. Coteman. I answered the question. I said that if I am not 
allowed to answer these questions, that question, then I certainly 
‘an’t give the answer, as I understand it, by simply saying “Yes,” “No,” 
or any one word, fifth amendment alone; but since I can’t give a full 
answer, I can only claim the fifth amendment. 

Mr. CLarpy. You are directed to answer the question I have just 
propounded. 

Mr. Coteman. How do you want me to answer it—yes or no? You 
direct me to answer it? I gave you my answer. I gave it just now. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Now, as Mr. Scherer has suggested before, and as you 
undoubtedly know, in directing you to answer, I am telling you to 
answer it yes, or no, or, if you wish, whether correctly or not, to 
invoke the fifth amendment, or any other amendments to the Con- 
stitution you wish, and then add any reasonable explanation for your 
raising it. 

Now, I am directing you to answer the question as to whether or 
not you are presently engaged in working in an auto plant in Flint? 

Mr. CotemMan. Excuse me. I didn’t get all you were saying there 
l while ago. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I will start all over 

Now, listen carefully and do not interrupt me, because if you do 
[ shall be compelled to take some measures to make you subside. 

(re you now engaged in working in an auto plant in Flint? 

I am directing that you answer that question. 

Mr. Coteman. You direct me to answer it “Yes” or “No,” or are you 
directing that I use the fifth amendment ? 

Is that what you are saying? 

I mean because if you want me to answer the question fully, I will 
do so; but if I am not allowed to answer ‘the question fully, I will 
have to invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. That question may be answered “Yes” or “No” or you 
may invoke any section of the Constitution you wish as an excuse for 
not answering “Yes” or“No.” After you have done that, then you may 
make such explanation as you may desire, but not until you have done 
so. 

Mr. Coteman. Well, I can a answer the questions the way I 
understand the questions, Mr. Clardy, and my understanding of the 
question is that It is not a simple question. Part of that question I 
would invoke the fifth amendment on; part of the question I would 
answer. 

Mr. Criarpy. Tell me what part so we may understand. 

Mr. Coteman. I would invoke the fifth amendment completely now 
because [ know that I won’t be allowed to give my full answer to that. 

Mr. Mouprr. May I ask you this question: Is it your opinion or 


your belief that the Communist Party discourages and is opposed to 
di scrimination ag: uinst the colored r: ace? 
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Mr. Coteman. If I answered the question honestly and gave you— 
then I would be laying myself « ope h to anything | say to this com- 
mittee, almost giving my name, is laying myself open to breach of 
getting cited for contempt and bei. ing jailed. 

Mr. Warrer. Did you ever live in Washington / 

Mr. Coteman. Now, I will answer that question, if you will allow 
me to—-—— 

Mr. Wavrer. Did you ever live in Washington, D. C.? 

Mr. Coteman. I haven’t finished answering his question yet. 

Mr. Scuerpr. Yes; you have. 

Mr. Waurer. Did you ever live in Washington, D. C 

Mr. CLtarpy. Why are you taking so long? 

Mr. Coteman. The reason I am taking so long is that I h: appen to 
know that one of the former chairmen of this Un-American Activities 
Committee, Rankin, has called a school that I once ahaadad a hotbed 
of communism. 

Mr. Watrer. What school was that? 

Mr. Coteman. That is just the whole thing, see; anyt! hinge [—— 

Mr. Waurer. Was it Howard University ? 

Mr. Coteman. I would not answer the question unless [ could point 
out —— 

Mr. Wavrer. Answer this question: Did you ever live in Washing- 
ton, D. C 

Mr. CLarpy. You are directed to answer. 

Mr. Coteman. I have been asked questions, 2 or 3 questions here, 
now-— 

Mr. Watrer. Now, I am going to withdraw every question I have 
asked you and I am going to ask you this one: Did you ever live in 
Washington, D. C 

Mr. Coteman. Well, I would like to invoke the fifth amendment on 
that question. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I direct that vou answer that last question 

Mr. CoLeman. I answered it. I invoked the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Waurer. Now, I want to ask you this one map yle, little question: 


What criminal prosecution do you suppose you might a exposed to if 
vou admitted at some time or another you lived in the Nation’s 
Capital ¢ 

Mr. CoLeman. Strange as it may seem, the prosecution that I fear 
from this committee is being cited for contempt and being jailed on any 
kind of technical grounds. 

Mr. Warrrr. You are leading us to the point where we can’t do 

nything else. 

Mr. Coteman. That is what I feel. 

Mr. Waurer. All you have to do is answer these questions. 

Mr. Coteman. I feel if I had done the committee any kind of crime 
that I would, personally—I feel I would—lI don’t believe in a; 
and I would go along with this committee in apprehending crime or 
criminal, even if I was the criminal; but this committee would oe 
me in jail, not having committed any crime, but simply on a technical, 
legal baaié- and, therefore, I feel it necessary to use anv kind of con- 
stitutional protection that I have, and that is why I use the fifth amend- 
ment on even a question that seems to be simple, but which you, as a 
Congressman, and you, as a former attorney, and so forth, know—— 

Mr. Cruarpy. What do you mean “former attorney.” 
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I still am attorney. 

Witness, you are directed to answer the question as to whether or 
not you have ever lived in Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Coteman. Well, could I givea full answer ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. You may decline. 

Mr. Coteman. May I givea full answer to the question ? 

Mr. Crarpy. You may decline and state the constitutional grounds, 
if you desire. 

Mr. CoLteman. I think there is more grounds—there’s other 
orounds, Too. 

Mr. Ciarpy. No: there are no grounds other than constitutional 
erounds. 

Mr. Scuerer. There isn’t a constitutional ground for refusing to 
answer that question. 

Mr. Crarpy. No proper one. 

Now, do you decline to answer ? 

Mr. Coteman. I decline to answer on the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. All right. 

Mr. Coteman. No pictures, fellow. 

Mr. Watrer. Mr. Chairman, it is apparent we are wasting a lot 
of time. Why don’t we call another witness / 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, pay attention. 

Do you appre hend that a mere residence in Washington, PMc is of 
itself a crime / 

Mr. Coteman. I know that—I don’t believe that mere residence is 
a crime, but I believe that you would try to tie me up in a way to 
show that my residence was connected with schooling, and being con- 
nected with something else, et cetera, 

Mr. Crarpy. All right. I will ask you this, then: While you were 
in Washington, did you commit any crime of any kind which you are 
apprehensive about, may be revealed and discovered in the course of 
this examination ? 

Mr. Coreman. Naturally I invoke the fifth amendment on that 
because I don’t know. Maybe I jaywalked or something in Wash- 
ington. 

Mr. Cruarpy. All right: proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Coleman, did you leave Howard University 
in December 1948 in order to study Marxism at the Jefferson School 
in New York ¢ 

Mr. Coteman. Mr. Tavenner, in my answer to that question, unless 
I can give my full statement—since I am not allowed to, I invoke 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. By that do you mean that you are not fearful of 
incrimination, but it is because you can’t give a full answer that you 
decline to answer ? 

Mr. Coreman. I claim my rights, whether I know just how they 
apply. I claim even the first amendment, even though I don’t state 
the first amendment. I claim all my constitutional rights, and if I 
don’t—any of my replies don’t mean that I waive my rights. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend the Jefferson School in New York 
in 1948 and 1949? 

Mr. Coteman. I decline to answer under the protection of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you become the social science editor of New 
Foundation, a student quarterly of the Jefferson School in New York? 
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Mr. Coteman. Fifth amendment. I claim the fifth amendment 
because I can see. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Now, Witness, I am going to direct you to answer that 
because that is a matter—— 

Mr. CoLteman. Which question do you mean ¢ 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Hold still. Don’t be interrupting. You do that en- 
tirely too much. 

That is a matter that can be established and is already established 
by documents that are of public record. So I am directing that you 
answer the question. 

Mr. Coteman. Well, if it is already established, why ask 

Mr. Ciarpy. Never mind. We are asking you the question. I 
am directing you to answer. 

Mr. Coteman. How do you want me to answer that ! 

Mr. Cuarpy. Yes or no. 

Mr. Coteman. Can I answer it fully? 

Mr. Ciarpy. Yes. Answer “yes” or “no” or if you think you have a 
right, you may invoke any section of the constitution you believe 
applicable. 

Mr. Scuerer. May I make a suggestion, Mr. Chairman ? 

If he does answer “yes” or “no,” I suggest we give him all day to 
answer, or explain his answer. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Certainly. 

Mr. Scurrer. You answer either “yes” or “no” to the question ; then 
| suggest to the chairman that he give you ‘all the time you want to 
explain your answer. 

Mr. Ciarpy. And you are given that privilege, sir. 

Mr. Coteman. If you give me that privilege first, then—— 

Mr. Crarpy. Give us the answer, but we will not entertain any 
harangue—— 

Mr. Coteman. It is not any harangue. 

Mr. CLarpy. Without an answer. 

Mr. Coteman. I will have to claim the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. Very well. 

Proceed, Mr. 'Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatic copy of the fall issue of 
the New Foundation and ask you to look at the back and see whether 
wr not there is a name appearing there under the membership of the 
staff similar to your name. 

Do you see the name of James A. Coleman there? 

Mr. CoteMan. Yes; I see James Coleman there. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Are you reading it? 

Mr. CoLteMAN. You mean reading James Coleman ? 

Mr. Crarpy. Are you reading what is there on the document? 

Mr. Coteman. I see James Coleman there. 

Mr. Crarpy. All right; answer the question. 

Mr. TavENNER. Were you a member of the staff at that time? 

Mr. Coteman. I would like to invoke the fifth amendment on that. 

Mr. Wauter. Do you? 

You say, “T would like to.” Do you? 

Mr. Coteman. When I say 7 would like to,” I mean I do. 

Mr. Warrer. Of course, I am perhaps a little bit more careful about 
my English. There isa vast distinction. 
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Mr. Coteman. Well, I invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Watrer. Mr. Chairman, may I suggest, in view of the fact that 
this witness is apparently possessed of considerable information in the 
field that we are obliged to inquire into, that maybe this is the person 
to use to test, for the first time, the immunity statute. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I quite agree. 

Mr. Water. And I think we ought to pursue that law to the utmost 
because I particularly am interested in finding just how far this com- 
mittee can go and how far it can’t go in its responsibility. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Tavenner, I think it is the judgment of the sub- 
committee, and the Chair so instructs, that you forthwith invoke the 
provisions of the immunity statute that deals with the subject and you 
start the wheels in motion to bring before the Attorney General and 
the other appropriate bodies the question of granting immunity so 
that this witness may answer freely and without fear of prosecution 
all of the questions we have thus far propounded and all that we will 
propound hereafter, based upon the information already in the files of 
the committee or which may come to its attention as the result of 
further investigation. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Tavenner, I think, Mr. Chairman, did have a num- 
ber of other questions he wanted to ask. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Yes; he does, but I think we will, in view of invoking 
the immunity sections or starting the process, ask Mr. Tavenner to 
dismiss this witness temporarily and ask him to step aside while the 
proper steps are taken to invoke the immunity statute. 

Mr. Coteman. May Lask a question of procedure ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. Now, waita minute. Weare not talking to you. 

This is a matter that is of no concern of yours at the moment. 

Mr. Coteman. Well 

Mr. Ciarpy. Just a minute, please. Am I going to have to have you 
bodily ejected from the room because of your conduct ? 

If you continue, that is what will happen to you. 

Now, Mr. Tavenner, will you excuse the witness temporarily under 
the provisions set forth and will you arrange to confer with him at a 
suitable time when we are no longer in session and then to take the other 
steps that are necessary, and call the next witness ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I suggest, Mr. Chairman, that the witness be 
directed to return to the hearing room at 4 o’clock this afternoon. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Allright.. He isso directed. 

Mr. Coteman. This room here? 

Mr. Ciarpy. The witness is excused until 4 o’clock this afternoon. 

Call your next witness. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Mrs. Baumkel. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Hold up your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give will be 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mrs. BaumKE.. I do. , 

Mr. Ciarpy. You may be seated. Will counsel identify himself 
for the record ? , 
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While we know you, I think it will have to be stated so it will be 
in the record. 

Mr. Wistranp. Bruce Wistrand. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Thank you. 


TESTIMONY OF MOLLY BAUMKEL, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
BRUCE WISTRAND 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please? 

Mrs. BaumKe.. My name is Molly Baumkel. 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. ‘TAvENNER. Will you spell your name, please ? 

Mrs. BaumxKe. I would like to make a request. 

[ will spell my name afterward. 

I have been here all morning, and as yet I haven’t heard the pur- 
poses of this committee at this time. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, the purpose of the committee in subpenaing you 
will, of course, be developed in the course of the hearing, but you have 
also been advised unquestionably as to the general nature of the in- 

vestigations conducted by the committee under the act, and there was 
a statement made at the opening of the hearing by Chairman Velde 
that explained it in detail. 

So, you had at least three different sources. 

The counsel for the committee will ask you questions that make 
clear the particular application in your case. 

Are you making a request with respect to the photographer / 

Mrs. BaumKEL. I haven’t heard it. Perhaps I wasn’t in the room 
at the time. 

Mr. Water. Just pay attention, and you will learn as we go along. 
It will take but a few minutes. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I thought you were objecting to the photographer be 
cause I could hardly hear you. Your voice is rather low. 

Mrs. BaumxKev. I would appreciate—I don’t mind being photo 
graphed, but I would appreciate not having pictures taken while I am 
testifying, because it is annoying. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. TavENNER. Where and when were you ~— ? 

Mrs. BaumxKev. Brooklyn, N. Y., August. 25, 1929. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you married ? 

Mrs. BAuMKEL. I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your husband’s name? 

Mrs. BaumKet. I would like to confer with counsel. 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. BaumKEL. Well, my husband’s name is naturally Mr. Baumkel 
as Iam Mrs. Baumkel. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is his first name? 

Mrs. Baumkev. His name is Sherwood Baumkel. 

Mr. Tavenner. When were you married / 

Mrs. BaumKeEL. I would like to confer with counsel. 
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(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. Baumxev. I don’t—upon advice from counsel, I don’t see where 
that question is pert inent to the subject. 

Mr. Criarpy. The Chair directs that you answer the question. 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel confe rred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. Baumxe.. I still don’t see where the question is pertinent to 
the subject. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Are you refusing to answer the question ? 

Mrs. BaumxKen. Yes. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. On what ground ? 

Mrs. Baum«et. As it is not pertinent to the question at hand. 

Mr. Criarpy. Is that the only reason ? 

Mr. Moutper. I understood the witness wasn’t advised as to what 
the issues are or the purpose for her being here. 

Now you say you feel it is not pertinent. 

Mrs. BAaumKEL. I was just handed a statement here, which I under- 
stand 

Mr. Ciarpy. Did you hear my last question / 

Mrs. BaumKen. No. I would like to have you repeat that. 

Mr. Ciarpy. | was asking you whether or not the grounds you just 
stated are the only grounds on which you refuse to answer. 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. BaumxKe. | ae that the question is not pertinent to this 
investigation, and I don’t feel, just as any other question that is not 
pertinent to this investigation, that I am obliged to answer that. 

Mr. Crarpy. That doesn’t answer the question. My question was 
whether or not that ground which you have already stated was the 
only ground, and I gather that it is. ; 

Mrs. BaumKEL. It is. 

Mr. Crarpy. You proceed at your own peril, if that is the only reason 
you are refusing to answer. 

Go ahead, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were you married¢ What city or State? 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. BaumKeL. Well, I feel that this question, too, is not pertinent 
to the investigation, and I also wish to invoke the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Wavrer. I hope you weren’t given that advice by the man who 
apparently re prese nts you, because, after all, it is not good advice, 

Mr. ¢ ‘LARDY. And you are directe d to answer. 

( At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. BaumxKen. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
he fifth amendment, and it is not pertinent. 

Mr. Mouxper. There is a public record of your marriage ¢ 

Mrs. BAuMKEL. Yes. 

Mr. Watrer. Maybe ~~ is the reason why she won’t answer. 

Mr. Moutper. And that marriage is public, where it is recorded; 
isn’t that so ? 

Mrs. BAUMKEL. Yes; every marriage has to be recorded, I guess. 

Mr. Scuerer. Now, Mr. Tavenner, what does your information 
show with reference to date and place of marriage / 

Mr. Tavenner. I haven’t that information. 

Mr. Scuerer. Then I think the question is very pertinent. 
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Mr. Tavenner. That is, I have not the information as to the correct 
date or place of marriage. 

Mr. Crarpy. Do I understand, Witness, you are, despite my direc- 
tion, refusing to answer that question ? 

Mrs. BaumxKeL. Yes; on the grounds of the fifth amendment, and 
that that question is not pertinent to the investigation. 

Mr. Ciarpy. The Chair is obliged to tell you that neither of those 
grounds, in his opinion at least, is sound, 

You invoke those improperly, in my judgment. 

Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. TavenNner. What was your name prior to marriage / 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. BaumKeL. My maiden name was Molly Schiff. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the name, please ? 

Mrs. Baumke.. The first and second ? 

Mr. TavenNeR. No; the second. 

Mrs. BaumKe. Second. S-c-h-i-f-f. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is Molly a nickname or is it your actual name? 

Mrs. BaumKeL. That is my actual name. 

Mr. TAaveNNER. Will you tell the committee, please, what your edu- 
cational training has been ? 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand. ) 

Mr. TavenNer. That is, your formal educational training. 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand. ) 

Mrs. BAuMKEL. Well, in view of the situation that this committee 
has claimed that—— 

Excuse me for one moment. 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. BaumKet.. In view of the situation that exists, that education 
has been made a point of by this committee in trying to prove some 
sort of conspiracy, with people with some sort of educational back- 
ground, I feel that giving my educational background would tend to 
incriminate me. Therefore, I will have to invoke the fifth amendment 
and I feel that this question is not pertinent to this investigation. 

Mr. Cuarpy. The Chair directs you to answer it. 

Mrs. BaumkKet. I have the same answer for that. 

Mr. CLarpy. What did you say ? 

Mrs. Criarpy. I said I have the same answer for that direction. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. BaumKeL. Well, during the last investigation there were a 
series of incidents, of violence, perpetrated in Flint, and I have three 
small children at home, and I do not want to see anything happen 
to my children or anything that would jeopardize my home. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, do you live in Flint ? 

Mrs. BaumxKet. I live in Flint. 

I would be willing to write my address down and hand it to the 
committee, instead of stating it publicly. 

Mr. Tavenner. You live in Flint ? 

Mrs. BaumKet. Yes; I live in Flint. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Flint? 

Mrs. Baumxet. I feel that this is another question which, if I were 
to answer it, that this committee would try to link me up with some 
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kind of conspiracy which they are trying to prove, so-called con- 
spiracy, whicl 

Mr. Crarpy. Do you mean to say if you tell us how long you have 
lived in Flint that in some way would tend to incriminate you? 

Mrs. BaumKet. Yes, sir. It seems this committee has made a point 
of asking all the witnesses that have appeared before it during the 
last hearing and this hearing how long they have lived in Flint, in 
trying to prove they have lived here a certain length of time and have 
come here at a certain time, and, hewdiienie: they have assumed, because 
they have lived here a certain length of time and they have come here 
at a certain time, they would necessarily be involved in some sort of 
conspiracy, which 

Mr. Scuerer. Were you a colonizer for the Communist Party at 
any time? 

Mrs. BaumxKet. I feel—I would be willing to discuss my political 
opinions, my opinions on various questions, with this committee at any 
other time 

Mr. Scuerer. I am not asking you about a political opinion. Iam 
just asking you if you were a colonizer for the Communist Party. 

Mrs. BaumxKe.. I understand. 

Mr. Scuerer. You understand what a colonizer is? 

Mrs. Baumxet. I understand what this committee is trying to do. 

Mr. Scuerer. No. I am not asking you about what the committee 
is trying to do. 

You understand what a colonizer for the Communist Party is? 

At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. BaumxKet. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. You refuse to answer the question as to whether you 
know what a colonizer is? 

Mrs. BaumxKex. Yes; I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were you ever sent by the Communist Party from 
any place in the United States to Flint for the purpose of obtaining 
a job in one of the automotive industries there ? 

Mrs. BaumKet. I refuse to answer that question on the ground of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Movutper. Are you a member of the Communist Party now? 

Mrs. BaumKeEw. I refuse to answer on the ground of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Were you ever a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Baum«et. I have the same answer for that question as the 
previous answer. 

Mr. Scuerer. Where did you go to school ? 

Mrs. Baumxet. I believe the counsel asked me that, or a similar 
question. 

Mr. Crarpy. You believe what? 

I can’t hear you. 

Mr. Scuerer. Whether he asked you or not, I am asking you. 

Mrs. Baumxen. And I feel there is an attempt being m: ade to link 
up the fact that people have an educational background with some 
sort of conspiracy and I feel I cannot answer that question at this time 
because it might incriminate me, and I invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that she be directed to answer that. 

Mr. Crarpy. Yes. The Chair so directs. 


— 
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(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. BaumxKet. I still refuse to answer that question because I feel 
it is not pertinent to this investigation, and on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Where were you born, Madam ? 

Mrs. BaumKet. I answered that question. I was born in Brooklyn, 
N. Y., on August 25, 1929. 

Mr. Scuerer. And how long did you live in Brooklyn, N. Y.? 

Mrs. BaumKet. I refuse to answer that question because I feel it is 
not pertinent and on the ground of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You are directed to answer that question. 

Mrs. Baumxe-. I still have the same answer. I don’t feel it is 
pertinent and— 

Mr. Scurrer. Where did you live other than Brooklyn and Flint? 

Mrs. BaumKe.. Well, again, 1 feel there is an attempt being made 
to connect me with some kind of conspiracy and I feel that by answer- 
ing this question I might incriminate myself and I will have to invoke 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that she be directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You are directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am sorry to be taking the ball from counsel so many 
times with my questions. I apologize. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is all right. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. I direct you to answer that question. 

Mrs. BaumxKen. Just a minute. I would like to confer with my 
counsel if I may. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You may. 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. BAuMKEL. I refuse to answer that question on the eel that 
it is not pees and on the ground of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that she be directed — 

Mr. Ciarpy. That was the direction. 

Witness, you say you are apprehensive that answering the question 
may be part of an attempt to link you up with some conspiracy. 

So, I am going to ask you: Have you ever been part of some sort 
of conspiracy ? 

Mrs. BaumKer. Well, I wouldn’t hesitate to answer that ques- 
{ 





Mr. Ciarpy. Well, then don’t. 

Mrs. BauMKEL. At any other time, but because if I were to answer 
this question at this time it would open me up to a whole series of ques- 
tions and a further attempt of this committee to link me up with some 
kind of conspiracy which I don’t believe exists, and I cannot answer 
that question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You say you would not hesitate to answer it at any 
other time. Would you hesitate to answer it this afternoon ? 

Mrs. BaumKeEL. No; I mean another place, some public place, where 
I would have an opportunity to state my views publicly. 

Mr. Watrer. In executive session—suppose we exclude everybody, 
including your lawyer—would you sit here and tell us frankly what 
we want to know? If we in addition to all that made you a promise 
we would not make an attempt to cite you for contempt, would you 
then sit down and tell us what we would like to know? 
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Mrs. BaumxKen. No, I could not discuss at this committee hearing 
my views on anything, because I feel this committee has one purpose, 
and that is to have me linked up with some sort of conspiracy, and 

Mr. Waurer. No. That isn’t our purpose at all. We are trying to 
perpetuate what we received so that your three little children will have 
the same blessings of liberty when they grow up, and we are charged 
with the responsibility of doing that by the Congress of the United 
States. 

It isn’t this committee, I assure you. We don’t like what we are 
doing, nee we are compelled to do it by the Congress of the United 
Ste ites, by the people of the United States. 

Now, you have said you don’t want to discuss these matters in this 
particular forum. 

Why wouldn’t you do it in the committee offices ¢ 

Mrs. Baumxet. I am very concerned about the freedom of my chil- 
dren and that is particular ly one of the main reasons I refuse to coop- 
erate in answering these questions. I want to see my kids grow up ina 
country that is schually free and not hounded by smears and intimida- 
tion, where people are afraid to express 

Mr. WaA.LreR. Suppose we would release you from your oath; sup- 
pose that you would be permitted to testify not under oath and, instead 
of having we old men to terrify you, would you give the story to one of 
our investigators not under oath? 

Mrs. BaumKEL. Sir, I think you are assuming that I have some 
kind of information that you are looking for. 

Mr. Waurer. I am not assuming it. I have been informed that 
you could aid the Congress of the United States immeasurably in its 
duty. 

I have that information, and I think, as a good American, you would 
want to help us, or convince us whether or not. our information con- 
cerning your knowledge is correct. 

Mrs. Baumxet. Sir, I feel I have been brought here not for any 
information that this committee is really looking for, but as part of 
a pattern to instill fear and intimidation and smear people. Then 
anybody who speaks up on issues of peace, which I am very concerned 
with, because I have three.small children—I don’t want to see them 
growing up in a war-torn world. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have two, and I am just as concerned as you. 

Mrs. BaumKEL. And I am concerned about these things, and I feel 
these committees, and this committee in particular, has played a large 
part in instilling and putting fear in people’s minds and making people 
speak up on issues they feel very strongly on, and I cannot cooperate 
with a committee that does things like this. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Does that include a committee condemnation of the 
aims of the Communist Party ? 

Is that one of the things you think we are wrong in condemning? 

Mrs. BauMKEL. Sir, that is an opinion which I would be glad to 
discuss with you, but it is not a question pertinent to this investigation 
and I cannot answer that at this time. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that she be directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Are you actually a part of any group dedicated to the 
overthrow of the Government of the United States through the use 
of force and violence? 


(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 
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Mrs. BaumKeEL. Sir, I am against the forceful overthrow of this 
Grovernment, ana if I shoul | evel find anybody who would commit 
anv act toward the overthrow of this Government, I would be the first 
one to r port that. 

1 believe in democracy. 

Mr. (CLARDY. That isn’t hy question. My questo} is! (re you a 
member of a group whose avowed purpose is the overthrow of this 
Government through the use of force and violence / 

You have stated your own personal slant. [am asking you about 
the group. 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand. ) 

Mrs. BaumKet. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You what? 

Mrs. BAuMKEL. I refuse to answer the question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you live immediately prior to your taking 
up residence in Flint, Mich. ? 

Mrs. Bat MKEL. | believe I answered that question before, und l 
said I did not feel the question was pertinent and | invoked the fift! 
amendment. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You are directed to answer that question. 

Mrs. BaumMKEL. I still maintain the same answer. 

Mr. 'TavenNerR. Did you at any time live in the city of Detroit? 

Mrs. BaumKet. I believe that this committee again—this question 
again is trying to link me up ae this so-called conspiracy and I] 
cannot answer that | ecause I feel it is not pertinent and I invoke the 
erounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Wat rER,. I am afraid you are under a misapprehension. We 
are not trying to link you up with anything 

What we want you to tell us is what you kn iow about the thing you 
are afraid of being linked up with. 

Mr. CLarpy. What is it you are afraid of ? 

Mrs. BaumKen. This morning when you questioned Mr. Carter, 
there was a statement made that you knew of 27 so-called Communists 
or conspirators. 

Mr. Ciarpy. No: we said 27 had been identified. 

Mrs. BaumKeL. Well, I supposedly was 1 of those identified by 1 
of pone paid informers, and I cannot answer that question. 

Mr. Crarpy. Now, Witness, let me question you. We do not have 

iny paid informers, and you know that is the case. 

Mrs. BaumxKen. I understand—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. Who is engaged in smearing tactics, now, if you aren't, 
when you are saying that? 

That is a deliberate attempt, and you know it, and I cannot let it 
pass unchallenged. 

Mr. Scuerrer. You said you were identified, as you put it, by a 
paid informer. Is this informer’s identification of you correct or in- 
correct ¢ 

Was he telling the truth or was he telling a lie when he identified 
you at the hearings in Michigan ? 

Now, you have an opportunity to deny it, if you wish. 
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Mrs. Baum«et. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. eee Fifth amendment. 

So, the fact is that man you just smeared by calling him a paid in- 
es was telling the truth about you; Ww: isnt he? 

Mrs. BaumxKE.. I believe this committee has drawn its opinions al- 
ready, because — 

Mr. Scurerer. Wasn't he telling the truth ? 

Mrs. BaumxKet. I cannot answer that question. I will have to in- 
voke the fifth amendment to a que stion like that. 

Mr. Scurrer. Now, you have invoked the fifth amendment to prac- 
tically all the questions that have been asked of you, Witness, which 
means that you are afraid if you do answer you may be subject to 
some prosecution. 

Now, Mr. Walter has brought to our attention the fact that the 
Congress, this Congress, shortly before they adjourned, passed what 
is known as the immunity law, which gives this committee, with the 
approval of the Federal court, the right to grant you immunity—in 
other words, so that you couldn’t be prosecuted for answers you might 
vive to any questions we might ask, 

I want to ask you this: If this committee should grant you such 
immunity, would you then answer that question ¢ 

Mrs. BaumxKen. I am sorry, but I could never be an informer, and 
say things. What I do know and don’t know, I could not under any 
circumstances cooperate with the committee, as I said before, which I 
feel seeks to smear people for their opinions that they hold. 

Mr. Scuerer. Even if this committee would free you from any pos- 
sible prosecution for any answer you would give, you are still telling 
us, even if it would do that, you won’t answer our wanes: 

Mrs. BaumKEL. Sir, I am very concerned about my children. 

Mr, Scuerer. I understand that. 

(Representative Walter left the hearing at this point.) 

Mrs. BaumxKet. But I could not cooperate in tearing down our 
Constitution, which I feel this immunity business would do. 

Mr. Scuerer. Even if you were free from any prosecution whatso- 
ever, so you couldn’t go to jail, would you still refuse to answer the 
committee’s questions ? 

Mrs. BaumxKet. That is the opinion— I don’t know your name. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Scherer. 

Mrs. BaumKEL. That is not my opinion. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am saying the law is such that we can, with the 
approval of the Federal court. grant you immunity, so you couldn’t 
270 To jail. so you wouldn’t be Seanad for anything you tel] 
Now, my simple question is: If that immunity was granted to you, 
would you then answer our questions ? 

Mrs. Bauwxen. First of all, I don’t recognize that immunity law 
that was passed. I recognize the Bill of Rights and the Constitution. 

[ still recognize the fifth amendment and I shall uphold it as long 
as I can breathe. 

Mr. Scuerer. You still haven’t answered my question ? 

Mrs. Baumxet. I believe that is answering the question that under 
any circumstances I will still uphold the Constitution of the United 
States and 

Mr. Scuerer. And you still refuse to answer to this Congress? 
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Mrs. Baumxet. That is correct. 

Mr. Scuerer. It is obvious, therefore, Mr. Chairman, the witness 
has improperly invoked the fifth amendment because she said the only 
reason she is refusing to answer these questions is because of the fear 
of incrimination or prosecution, and now she says even if she could 
be free of such prosec ution she would still not coopers ite with the 
committee, and I think she is clear ly In contempt. 

Mr. Crarpy. She has been from the beginning, but I have got to ask 
her another question. 

Who is this gentleman that you say has identified you as one of 
the Communists ¢ 

Do you know him? 

Mrs. BaumxKeu. I believe the chairman knows very well the 
informers they have used to identify - 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, do you know him? 

Mrs. BaumxKe.. I refuse to answer that question. 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Scnerer. I ask that you direct her to answer the question 
who it was. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are directed to answer that question. 

Mrs. BaumxKet. I don’t think I have said anything about a man 
or a woman. ‘The gentleman Pan “him.” I haven’t identified any- 
body or referred to anybody as a him a her. 

Mr. Crarpvy. Well, I think. you did, but I will get away from the 
sex and ask you if you know the identity of the person who has 
named you as one of the Communist colonizers. 

Now, you don’t have to name him or her. I am merely asking: 
Do you know that person? 

Mrs. Baumxken. I wouldn’t identify myself with any informer 
under any circumstances. 

Mr. Criarpy. I am not asking you to identify him. 

Mrs. BaumxKet. And I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that she be directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Yes. I direct you to answer that question. 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. BaumKen. I read in the newspaper and I heard myself 
identified by the informer who testified. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Now, do you personally know that individual? 

Mrs. Baumxet. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Moutprer. May I ask you: What is an informer, Mrs. Baumkel ? 

How do you refer to a person as an informer ? 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. BaumxKen. I have my opinions on what an informer is, and 
[ think the gentlemen would have gotten some idea on what I think of 
an informer. 

However, I feel at this time this question is not pertinent, and I 
cannot answer it at this time. 

Mr. Moutprer. You have used that word several times. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Let me direct her, Mr. Moulder. That is one I think 
she has opened the door wide open on and she must answer. So, I 
direct you to answer. 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 
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Mr. Ciarpy. Now you have used that voluntarily and repeatedly, 
and you are merely being asked to define the term that you used. Iam 
directi ne you to do so. 

Mrs. Bacarxen. I refuse to answer that question on the ground it is 
not pertinent and on the ground of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. CLarpy. I think you are clearly in contempt of your Congress 


on making that answer to that question, 1f on no other, after having 
repeated|y invoked 

I will ask you this: By informer do you mean a person who advises 
his Government as to the identity of Communists in the United States ? 

(At this point Mrs, Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. Baum«en. Sir, I think there is a standard definition for the 
word “informer” in Webster’s Dictionary or any other dictionary, and 
I don’t think this committee is testing my knowledge on meaning of 
words, and I don’t think it is pertinent to this investigation. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I asked a spec ifie question which any good, honest, 
patriotic American citizen ought to be proud to answer, and that is: 
Do you regard a person as an informer who tells his government about 


the activities or the identity of someone who may be a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Now, will you answer that question ? 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Moviper. Mr. Chairman, I move a recess until 2 o’clock. 

Mr. Cnuarpy. Let’s finish this witness within the next 5 minutes. 

I agree with you. 

Mr. Tavenner. If Iam going to examine her, it will take more than 
5 minutes. 

Mr. CLarpy. Are you ready to answer ? 

Mrs. Baunwxen. I believe the definition of this word, “informer” 
again can be gotten in any dictionary and I don’t think it is pertinent 
to the investigation. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I didn’t ask you that at all. 

Mrs. BaumxKer. And it is not up to me at all to define—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. I didn’t ask you that, and you know I didn’t ask you 
that. I used the word “Communist” and you didn’t like it, and you 
are evading it. 

So, we will let the matter pass. It is obvious that anybody who, as 
far as you are concerned, who at any time lets his government know 

anything at all about the most gigantic conspiracy on the face of this 
globe is in your judgment an informer, and I don’t like your attitude 
ith respect to it, and I must tell you I think you are in contempt of 
ie Congress and that you are taking a position that is utterly 
inde fe nsib le. 

Now do you have any en eee er Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes, s 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, we ‘will proceed to half past, and then we will 
recess. 

Mr. Tavenner. Am I correct. in stating that you are now employed 
by the AC Spark Plug Division of General Motors 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand. ) 

Mrs. BaumKEL. Yes: that is correct. 

et TaveENNER. How long have you been so employed ? 

At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 
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Mrs. BauMKEL. | refuse to answer that question because | feel again 
that question of the length of time, of how long I have worked in a 
certain place, or how long I have been here or where I came from, 
and so forth, is again trying to link me up with some sort of con 
spiracy, and | feel it is not pertinent and I refuse to answer it on the 
erounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. CLarpy. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mrs. BaumKeEL. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you make application for employment, written 
application for employment, with AC Spark Plug? 

Mrs. BauMKEL. I refuse to answer that. 

Mr. Tavenner. | hand you a photostatic 

Mr. Cuarpy. Just a minute. I direct that she answer that last 
question. 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr, Wistrand.) 

Mrs. BaumKeEL. I refuse to answer that question as I feel it is the 
same kind of a question in different words of a pattern that this 
committee has in trying to link me up with some kind of conspiracy. 

Mr. TAVENNER. I hand you a photostatic copy of an application tor 
employment. 

Will you look at the signature on the second page and state whether 
or not it is your signature ¢ 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. BaumKen. This is your evidence, and this may and it may 
not be an actual document. I don’t know, and I refuse to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. [ want to direct her to inspect the document in answer 
to that que stion, and I tell you now if you refuse to answer that, there 
can be no question whatsoever as to whether or not you are il con 
tempt of this committee and the Congress. 

Lae at that document carefully, and then tell us whether or not 
that isan accu rate re production of your signature. 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. BAuMKEL. Sir, I would like to know if you have the original 
prea the original copy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. That is a photostatic copy of the original, and if you 
will a at it—you were not looking at it before 1 directed you to 
answer. 

You were looking at me and everyone else e xcept the ’ doe ument and 
that is why I emphasized the fact I wanted you to look at it. 

Now you are looking at it. I assure you it is a photostatic copy. 

Now. we igh we }] your answer. 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. Baumxen. Sir, I cannot answer that question because, first of 
all, this is a photostat ; second of all, there is an erasure on the line 
indicated for the signature, and I feel it is not pertinent, and I invoke 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. CLarpy. Is your name written out on that document, regardless 
of whether you wrote it or not, as reproduced there / 

Is it spelled out correctly ? 

Mrs. BaumKeu. Well, I believe the signature on this document 
ss for itself. 

Mr. CLArpy. Spell it out. Read it, letter by letter. 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 
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Mrs. BaumMKet. Sir, this is your document and—— 

Mr. Criarvy. Will you read it, please? 

I am directing you to do so. 

Mrs. BaumxKet. And as I stated, there is an erasure here. And I 
don’t know whether this is a valid document or not, and I refuse to 
answer that question. 

Mr, CLarpy. You refuse to read your own name on the document in 
ae of you; is that what you are saying ? 

At this point, Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. BaumKe. I don’t know if this is my name or not. I refuse to 
answer that question. I refuse to recognize the document. 

Mr. Ciarpy. What is your name? 

Mrs. BaumxKen. I stated my name when I identified myself. 

Mr. Crarpy. Tell me now. 

Mrs. BAumKet. My name is Molly Baumkel. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Are those the words written on the document ? 

Mrs. BaumxKen. Well, sir, this is your document—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. Never mind whose document it is. It is an accurate 
re —_ ition, photographically made. Are those the words written 
at ‘ place calling for a signature? 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 
ies BaumKeL. Could you please repeat your last question ? 

Mr. CLrarpy. You told me your name. Iam asking you if the name 
that you pronounced for me is not the name written out on the 
document. 

Mrs. BAuMKEL. Sir, again I don’t know whether this is an actual 
re production—— 

Mr. Crarpy. I don’t care whether it is or not. I am asking you to 
look at it. 

Mrs. BaumxKen. And since it is not my document, I don’t know. It 
is your evidence, and if you would like to read it, I can’t stop you. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are refusing to read it at my direction then: is 
that right? 

(At this point, Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. BaumxKer. Yes; I cannot answer that question. I cannot 
answer that question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. We will stand in recess until 2 o’clock. 

(Whereupon, at 12:34 p. m., the hearing was recessed, to recon- 
vene at 2 p.m. of the same day.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


(At the hour of 2:19 p. m. of the same day the hearing was re- 
sumed, the following committee members being present: Representa- 
tives Kit Clardy (presiding), Gordon H. Scherer, and Francis E. 
Walter. Appearances noted in transcript.) 

Mr. Ciarpy. The committee will be in session. 

Let the record show that the chairman has appointed a subcom- 
mittee consisting of Congressman Scherer, Congressman Walter, and 
myself. 

‘Congressman Walter will be here as soon as the conference he is 
engaged in will permit him to be present. 

Congressman Scherer and myself constituting a majority of the 
subcommittee, are here and now ready to resume. 
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Call your witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Baumkel, will you return to the witness 
stand, please? 

Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer in evidence the photostatic copy of 
the application over the name of Mary Baumkel and ask that it be 
marked “Baumkel Exhibit No. 1 

Mr. Crarpy. It will be received. Baumkel Exhibit No. 1. 


TESTIMONY OF MRS. MOLLY BAUMKEL, ACCOMPANIED BY HER 
COUNSEL, BRUCE WISTRAND—Resumed 


Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Baumkel, I note with regard to the questions 
asked on the application regarding education that the grade school 
as given as 8 years in New York City between 1935 and 1943. 
th: at a correct statement of your grade-school education ? 
(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Ses. BaumKEL. I would like to confer with my lawyer. 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with counsel, Mr. Wis- 
trand.) 

(At this point Representative Walter entered the hearing room.) 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, if you will proceed, please. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Before she answers, 7 the record show that Con- 
gressman Walter has now entered the hearing room, making a full 
subcommittee ¢ 

Mrs. BaumKeEt. Sir, I would like to make a request. I would like 
to know which party the Congressmen belong to, as I believe thera 
has to be a representative of each party. 

Mr. Criarpy. That is actually none of your business, but I don’t 
mind telling you—— 

Mr. Watrer. I am embarrassed terribly. I thought everybody 
knew my party. 

Mr. Criarpy. He can speak for himself, but he will be the chairman 
of the entire committee when the 84th Congress is sworn in. 

Up to this writing, shall I say, unless he voluntarily relinquishes 
the post under the rules that pertain, he will be the new chairman; 
but it is really none of your business. 

We have a right to set this up as we ple: ase, and I think you are im- 
pertinent in suggesting that, and that you were deliberate Ly doing so 
as part of your calculated campaign of contempt. 

Now, will you weaned. Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you answer the question, please ? 

Mrs. BaumKet. Could you repeat that question again ? 

Mr. Tavenner. The application for employment to AC Spark Plug 
shows under education, grade school, 8 years at New York, 1935-1943. 

Is that a correct statement of your grade-school work ? 

(At this point, Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand, her 
counsel. ) 

Mrs. BaumxKen. I refuse to answer that question on the ground 
of the fifth amendment, that it is not pertinent to the investigation. 

Mr. TAvenner. I ask that the witness be directed to answer. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Yes: vou are directed to answer. 

Mrs. BaumKet, I refuse for the same reasons. 





1 Retained in the files of the committee 








7144 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 


Mr. Taverner. The application also shows that you were gradu- 
ated from high school with 4 years of work at Detroit, 194347. Is 
that a correct statement of the number of years and the place in which 
you took your high-school training / 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand, her 
counsel. ) 

Mrs. BaumKet. | have the same answer for that question as the pre 
vious question. 

Mr. CLarpy. You are directed to answer that question. 

Mrs. BaumKet. I refuse to answer the question for the same reasons 
I stated previously. 

Mr. CLarpy. Have vou consulted with your attorney in refusing to 
answer these last two questions ? 

Mrs. BaumKeL. I consulted with my attorney on the question. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I want it to show clearly in the record that you have. I 
want no possibility of any question being raised of any defense later. 

Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. There is nothing filled in on the form to show that 
vou had any vears of college. 

Was the absence of such information a correct indication of the 
absence of college work on vour part ¢ 

Mrs. BAumMKEL. I feel that this is another question intended to link 
me up with the so-called intellectual college graduates that there were 
supposed to be in the previous hearings that were formed to colonize 
the industries. 

I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Crarpy. Just a moment. You.are directed to answer that 
que tion. 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand, her coun- 

] 
sel.) 

Mrs. BaumxKet. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Now, there is nothing so-called—vou have used that 
phrase repeatedly—that colonizers were identified by more than one 
person, 

You have talked about so-called intellectuals. Perhaps you are 
right there. Some of them are parading as intellectuals when they 
probably aren't. 

Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Under the heading of “Record of Previous Em- 
ployment” there appears the name of Nate’s Outlet—N-a-t-e-’-s— 
Fenkell & Linemair, Detroit, 1947-49. 

In what type of business was Nate’s Outlet engaged ? 

Mrs. Baume. | refuse to answer that question on the crounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a matter of fact, did you at any time work at 
Nate’s Outlet in Detroit ? 

Mrs. Baume. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time attend school in the city of 
Detroit ? 

Mrs. BaumKet, I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with a person by the name of 
Robert Gould—G-o-u-l-d ? 

Mrs. BaumKet. Sir, I believe I stated previously I do not intend 
to answer any questions about any associations and thoughts on 
things I read or do not read to this committee or any other committee. 

That is my own private business and I refuse to answer that ques- 
tion on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. TAaveNNER. Robert Gould was given as the name of one of 
your re ferences on the ap plication ot emp loyment at AC Spark Plug. 
Do you know him? 

Mrs. BaumKep.. Again I refuse to answer that question on the 
orounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. CLarpy. You are directed to answer that question. 

Mrs. BauMKEL. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Another name given on your list of references is 
Al Millstein—M.-i-]-l-s-t-e-i-n—7531 MacKenzie, Detroit. 

Were you acquainted with All Millstein ¢ 

Mrs. BaumKEL. Again I refuse to answer any questions about any 
persons I may or may not know. 

I refuse on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. CLArpDy. You are specifically refusing to answer the question 
about Millstein ? 

Mrs. BaumKen. That’s right. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, I direct you to answer that. 

Mrs. BaumKeL. Well, I again have to refuse for the same reasons 
stated. 

Mr. oe Are you acquainted with a person by the name of 
Mrs. Beatrice Churchill ? 

Mrs. BaumKkeu. Sir, I refuse to degrade myself by answering a 
question about that informer. I refuse to answer that question on 
the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. CLarpy. Witness, you have used that term again. 

In what sense are you using it in speaking of Beatrice Churchill? 

Mrs. BaumKet. In the sense that Webster’s Dictionary describes 
it as. 

Mr. Crarpy. We don’t have Webster's Dictionary in front of us. 
Suppose you tell us what you mean. 

Mrs. BaumKet. Well, | understand what I mean. and I believe the 
committee can find out if they look in the dictionary. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, the committee is entitled to know what vou 
have in mind, because Beatrice Churchill sacrificed a great number of 
vears of her life doing an efficient, effective job for her Government 
in helping to root out subversives in the nature of Communists and 
communism, and it appalls me to find that you would have the 
audacity to sit there and stamp such a person W ith the adjective vou 
have applied. 

Now I want to know just how harsh you are in your judgment of 
that kind of woman. 

What do you mean by informer in her case ? 

Mrs. BaumKet. I refuse to discuss the question. I think it is per 
fectly o what I mean by my answer. 

Mr. Crarpy. No; it isn’t perfectly clear, and you know it isn’t 
clear. 
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Since you have chosen voluntarily to use it, I direct that you explain 
your answer and tell us what you mean. 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand, her 
attorney. ) 

Mr. Ciarpy. I am getting just a little bit tired of people who are 
forever prating about this committee smearing someone, and you are 
engaging in the worst kind of smear that I have ever heard. 

Now, I want you to tell us precisely what you mean, because I intend 
to find out the basis upon WV hich you have smeared her. 

Now, suppose you define that term. 

Mrs. Baumxer. When I speak of an informer, I mean the very com- 
mol ly accepted meaning of that term. 

Mr. Crarpy. What is that ? 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand, her 
counsel. ) 

Mrs. BaumKket. I don’t think I have to answer that question. 

Mr. Waurer. Maybe I can throw a little light on that. You mean 
by that she told on you regarding something illegal that you did; 
isn’t that what you mean ¢ 

Mrs. BaumxKet. I didn’t state that anyone told on me or said any- 
thing about me. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Then you don’t know anything about her, do you? 

Mrs. BaumxKet. I refuse to answer any questions about this partic- 
ular individual. 

Mr. Cxiarpy. You are perfectly willing to lash out with a smear 
tirade against her, but you are unwilling to answer any questions 
whatsoever about your knowledge of her or acquaintance with her, 
or whether or not she knew something that you had done that was of 
a criminal nature; is that what you mean ? 

Mrs. BaumKet. Sir. I think vou are inferring certain things, and 
vou have no right to infer things about me. 
~ Mr. Crarpy. I will tell you what I am not inferring. I am saying 
directly you have been identified as having been tied up with the Com- 
munist conspiracy, and if you mean by an informer that she has 
informed her Government of your connection with that unlawful con- 
spiracy, then I acce pt that as the definition, and I am olad she chose 
Lo do SO. 

Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Mrs. Beatrice Churchill employed in AC 
Spark Plug in the same unit or group that you were employed in ? 

Mrs. BaumKe.. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party cell or 
group at, within AC Spark Plug? 

Mrs. Baumer. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Mrs. Churchill, who has been indicated to have 
been a person who spent a number of years in the Communist Party, 
testified very fully before this committee in Flint. 

She was also one of the witnesses in the Smith Act ease in Detroit, 
at which time William Allan, Nat Ganley, Helen Allison Winter, 
and others were convicted. 

She told the committee of the circumstances under which the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation had come to her and requested that she 
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enter the Communist Party in order that it may find out what was 
being done in the Communist Party and Mrs. Churchill gave us the 
benefit of her information regarding the use of colonizers by the 
Communist Party in Flint. 

I want to read youa very short paragraph of her testimony ~ 


QUESTION. Will you tell the committee a little more about the practice of 
utilizing these colonizers? 

When they came, did they immediately take up a position or become active in 
the Communist Party, or how was that worked out? 

Mrs. CuvurcHILL. Well, of course, when they first came into Flint, they were 
secured until they got jobs in industrial plants. 

QvuEsSTION. What do you mean by “secured’’? 

Mrs. CHURCHILL. They were not even known to most members in the Com- 
inunist Party because this is top security, we might say, and they received or 
they got into the industrial plants, and until they received their seniority a lot 
of the members didn’t know who these people were, and after they received their 
seniority, then they became active—the first thing, of course, in the unions—and 
then they joined the various Communist clubs that were attached to the various 
industries, and from then on, of course, that was what they were supposed to do; 
but in relation to our local we had one girl that went into activity before she 
actually knew too much about the local, and the first meeting that she attended 
she stamped uerself as a Communist because she came in and she attacked the 
union in relation to the Negro people, and I know conditions are not good as far 
as the Negro people are in probably most of the unions, but I know that we try 
and I know that these conditions have to be changed, but you don’t come in and 
attack your union on something like that they are trying to correct, that we 
never do anything, that we don’t have Negro-this and Negro officers because we 
have had Negro officers in our local. 

And the next morning, after she came in, or was to this union meeting, one of 
the committeewomen approached me and said, “I see you have a new fellow 
traveler, a new member.” I said, “What do you mean by that?” 

She said, “Who is this Communist that was in the meeting yesterday, this red- 
headed girl?’ 

And I said, “I don’t know anything about her. I don’t know if she is a Com- 
munist or not.” 

I did know, but I wasn’t giving her any information. I was a Communist 
then. 

She said, “Well, she is a Communist. We know she is, and we almost threw 
wer out yesterday.” 

And that was the first meeting she had attended 

Question. Who was the individual? 

Mrs. CHURCHILL, I haven't given you their names yet, but it is Gerald and 
Marilyn Baumkel. I believe it is spelled, B-a-u-m-k-e-l. 


Will you tell the committee, please, whether there is any statement 
in that testimony which I have read to you which is not true / 

(At this point, Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand, her 
counsel. ) 

Mrs. BaumKet. I'd like to say this: That I feel very strongly about 
the whole question of religious and racial discrimination, particularly 
in regard to the Negro people in this country, and—— 

Mr. WaA.Lrer. You ought to read the testimony of Ja kie Robinson 
before this committee; and if every Negro did, all of these phony 
professionals would have to look for another job because they wouldn't 
be living the soft lives they are living now from the earnings of hard 
working people. 

Mrs. BaumKken. I don’t claim to be any kind of professional on 
anything. I try to be a very sincere person about the things that I 
believe in. 

Mr. Waurer. Iam sure of that. 

Mrs. baumKeL. And I like to say the things that are on my mind 
and stand up for the things that I think are right. 
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I believe that this committee, instead of spending the taxpayers 
money in in vestigating people like myse ‘If, who have never done any- 
thing wrong. who have never committed any crime, that they would 
better spend the taxpayers’ money in investigating how to rid some of 
the bad things that exist in this country, such as discrimination against 
Negro people, discrimination against certain minorities. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you think communism ought to be investigated ¢ 

Mr. Ciarpy. Pardon me, Mr. Tavenner. I want to ask her a ques- 
tion. 


Mr. Scuerer. No. There is a question before us, which is very 
important, and that is: Is any part of the testimony of Churchill 
true / 

I ask she be directed to answer. 

Mr. Cuarpy. That is right. She didn’t answer it. I bee your 
yarcdon. 


Will you answer it ? 

Mrs. BaumxKet. Sir, I refuse to answer that question on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. I will ask you this: Are you now or have you ever 
been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. BaumKen. I refuse to answer that. question on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. ] anticipated that. Do you include the Communist 
Party as one of the organizations you think you have a right to defend ¢ 

Mrs. Baume. I don’t think I have to answer that question. 

Mr. CLarpy. I suggest you do if I ask you. 

Is i it within the definition that you just gave us of your freedom 


and right to defend ideas and persons and organizations ? 
ar" BaumKe. I think I am being a little misquoted and misstated. 


Mr. Ciarpy. Have I misunderstood you? 
Mrs. BaumKer. Well, I can’t say whether you misunderstood me 


or understood me, but I refuse to answer your question on the groundss 
Pat > P-L) . : 
of the fifth amendment. 
Mr. ¢ Ct vrpy. Let’s put it this way—I will withdraw it and put it 
this way: Are you of the opinion that the things that the C ommunist 


Party stands for are good for America 

Mrs. Baumxen. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. I thought so. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. You pointed out a number of things, 
or rather vous aid the committee should be investigating a number of 
thines. Do you think they should investigate communism ? 

Mrs. Baumxen. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. There was another witness who appeared before 
the committee. who was asked questi ions about the pr: actice of bringing 
in colonizers into industry in the Flint and Detroit areas, and that 
witness gave us information regarding a number of individuals who 
had come in under that category, and described some of the devices 
resorted to by those persons to conceal the true nature of their pre- 
vious emp Jloyment and educational training in ordey that they might 
be able to hice their ide1 ntity when the “Vv came in. 

That witness told the committee that these individuals were in- 
structed to give misleading information to their employers. In the 
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course of this witness’ description of individuals connected with that 
practice this was said: 


There was one husband -and-wife team by the name of Sherwood, alias Jerry, 
and Marilyn—M-a-r-i-l-y-n—alias Molly Baumkel. 

Sherwood, alias Jerry Baumkel, had not been employed as far as my knowledge 
is concerned, in any industry. I do not know his educational background, but I 
do not think he completed college 

Sherwood had many opportunities to work in New York near his family, more 


so than the average Communist. He is a personable-looking young man and 
could have gone far had he stayed in New York. He brought with him his wife, 
Molly, who had attended Hunter College in New York. I do not know if she 


graduated, but I think she did. 


Is there any statement regarding that testimony which is untrue? 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand. her 
counsel. ) 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Tavenner, what college was that the witness re 
ferred to? 

Mr. Tavenner. Hunter College. 

Mrs. BaumKet. I will say this: My husband was unfortunate enough 
when we got married to be one of those unemployed, and like millions 
of others, he was seeking employment. When we came to lint, we 
came—he came to Flint looking for a job, just like many thousands 
of others who recently came to Flint. 

I feel that—excuse me. 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand, her 
counsel, ) 

Mrs. BAumMKEL. I feel that this question again is intended to tie 
me up W ith some kind of conspiracy and I can’t answer that question. 
L refuse to answer that question on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Of course, if you haven't been tied up with the con 
spiracy, an honest answer saying that you have not could not pos 
sibly incriminate you. I hope you understand that. Perhaps you do 
not. 

Mr. TavenNer. You stated in reply to my question that “We came 
from New York,” and notwithstanding that, you put in your applica 
tion that you came there from Detroit and that you had been em 
ployed in Detroit from 1947 to 1949, which was untrue according to 
your present statement ; wasn’t it / 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand, her 
counsel. ) 

Mrs. Baum«Ker. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Pardon me just a minute. Which time were you tell 
ing the truth; now or when you filed that application / 

(At this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand, her 
counsel. ) 

Mrs. BaumxKen. I don’t believe I have to answer that question. 

Mr. CLarpy. Were you telling the truth either time ? 

Mrs. Baumxket. I don’t think I have to answer that question either. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask you direct her, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Yes. I direct her to answer both of those questions. 

Mrs. BaumxKet. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I direct that you answer both his question and mine and 
you refuse to answer them ? 
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Mrs. BaumKet. Yes, and also on the grounds that these questions 
are not pertinent. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Didn’t you resort to the device of putting misleading 
information about. your prior place of residence and employment on 
this application in order to ng your employer so that your real 
background and experience in New York City could not be checked ? 

Mrs. Baum«et. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Your application shows that you were employed for 
| month in 1949 at Uncle Bob’s Diner, Harrison Street, Flint. 

The month of the beginning of your employement is July and the 
month of termination is August. You were in Flint during that 
period, weren’t vou, August and September 1949? 

\t this point Mrs. Baumkel conferred with Mr. Wistrand, her 
counsel, ) 

Mrs. BaumKe. I refuse to answer that question because the ques- 
tion assumes facts that haven’t been proven in that application. I 
refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am asking you to state the fact. Were you in 
Flint in August and September 1949 ? 

Mrs. Baumxet. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee heard considerable evidence in De- 
troit and in Flint about the holding of a meeting of the Young Com- 
munist Group of the Communist Party in September 1949. 

The purpose of this meeting of the Young Communist Group of the 
Communist Party, according to the testimony, was to order that it be 
disbanded and that the members be sent out into various groups in the 
community for the purpose of infiltration of those groups. 

Some of the persons present were the leaders in the Young Commu- 
nist Group, the Communist P arty, such as Bolza Baxter, and this wit- 
ness testified regarding that meeting in the following manner: 

This question was asked: 


Let us go back to this point in the meeting, the Communist Party meeting in 


September 1949, which vou were describing. 

That is the meeting at which it was decided to disband the Young Communist 
Group of the Communist Party and assign individuals to various organizations. 
Now, the place of that meeting was a farmhouse near Lapeer—L-a-p-e-e-r— 
which is just outside of Flint, Mich. 


And then this question Was asked: “Will you tell the committee, 
please, who was present at this meeting, as far as you can recall?” 

Mrs. BaumKe.. I refuse to answer that question—— 

Mr. TavennER. Wait a minute. 

Mrs. Bauwrxen. On the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. TAVENNER. You haven’t even waited until I asked the question. 

The witness testified that Bolza Baxter, who was assigned to the 
Labor Youth League as its chairman, was there; Louis Baxter; 
William Van der Does; Howard Falk—F-a-l-k—; Paul Simon; Jacob 
Moscow; Marilyn, alias Molly, Baumkel; her husband, Sherwood, or 
Jerry; Ted Karpez; Jimmie Zrischny—Z-r-i-s-c-h-n-y. 

Now. were you present at suc ‘h a meeting of the Y oung C ommunist 
Group of f the Communist P arty ¢ 
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Mrs. BaumKet. I want to make it clear—I think I have made it 
clear—that I will not answer any question about any thought I have 
in my mind; any associations that [ may have or may not have about 
any particular individual or anything that I read or don’t read. 

| think that is my own private concern, That’s cuaranteed me 
by the Constitution, by the Bill of Rights; and I refuse to answer that 
question, just as | have every other question of that nature, on the 
crounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. You refuse to state whether you attended that 
particular Communist Party meeting or not ¢ 

Mrs. BaumKen. I refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Scherer. Mr. Walter. Witness excused. 

We will now take a 5-minute recess. 

(Thereupon, at 3:35 p. m., an 11-minute recess was taken, follow 
ing which there were present: Representatives Kit Clardy (presid- 
ing) and Francis E. Walter.) 

Mr. Ciarpy. The committee will be in session. Call your next 
witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. James A. L. Coleman, come back, ple ase. 


TESTIMONY OF JAMES A. L. COLEMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, BRUCE WISTRAND—Resumed 


Mr. TAvennNerR. You are the same Mr. Coleman who was excused. 
to return at 4 o'clock this afternoon, are you not ¢ 

Mr. CoLeEMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TavenNer. It is noted that you have counsel with you. 

Mr. CoLeMan. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record. 

Mr. Wistranpb. Bruce Wistrand. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Mr. Chairman, I would like to introduce in evidence 
a photostatic copy of the fall 1949 issue of New Foundations, which 
was exhibited to the witness before he left the stand. 

Mr. Criarpy. It will be marked as “Coleman Exhibit No. 1.”? 

Mr. TAvenNer. I now desire to hand to the witness the summer 
1949 copy of New Foundations, and ask him to read into the record 
the footnote appearing at the bottom of the first page. 

(At this point Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. TAvenner. Will you read it into the record, please ¢ 

Mr. Coreman. I will. I mean I will answer your question in a 
minute. 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand. ) 

Mr. Coteman. I would rather not have anything to do with reading 
any statement like this. 

You see, I could be handed any kind of photostat or any kind of 
original statement to read something that might say I am a so-and-so; 
I, James Coleman, am a so-and-so. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, to shorten the matter, I desire to 
offer the document in evidence, photostatic copy of the summer issue 
of New Foundations and ask that it be marked “Coleman Exhibit 
No, 2.” 


Retained in the files of the committee. 
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Mr. Crarpy. It will be received as Coleman exhibit No. 2. 
Mr. Tavenner. I desire to read into evidence the footnote printed 
* 


on the bottom of page Zoo: 

Mr. Coleman, a veteran, left Howard University in December 1948 to study 
Marxism at the Jefferson School preparatory to working in the South. He is 
social-science editor of the New Foundations. 

This appears as a footnote to an article regarding the trial of the 
11 in New York by Judge Medina, and the name James Coleman ap- 
i in print at the top of the article. 

ow, Mr. Coleman, did you write the article yourself? Did you 
ompose the article that appears under your ni me / 
\ this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 
Mr. Tavenner. It is entitled “Twelve Times Twelve Million.” 
\t this point Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Coreman. Mr. Tavenner, as a matter of principle, I want to 
nvoke the first amendment on the article that 1 wrote, might have 
wrote, or any article that is connected with the freedom of the right 
to speak your mind and to express your opinion, whether it differs 
with anyone else’s or not. 

I want to also invoke the fifth amendment on that question because 
the purpose of asking that question is to try to link me with some 
kind of a crime. 

Mr. Criarpy. The Chair directs that you answer the question. 

lam spe ches lly direct ng you to answer the question as a necessary 
tatutory preliminary in the matter of seeking immunity so that you 
may be compelled to answer at a later time. 

(At this point Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Coteman. The eae is impertinent, No. 

No. 2, I invoke the first amendment, which gives me the freedom 
of expression, or association with anyone I want as long as I have 
not committed a crime. 

[ invoke a principle that this committee is haranguing—I mean 
harassing me for not having done a crime but for having a different 
opinion, and I invoke the fifth amendment in order to protect myself 
by being jailed by this committee and being intimidated. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Let us proceed to make the record, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state whether or not the footnote to the 
editorial, appearing at the bottom, as to your having left Howard 
(’niversity in December 1948 to study Marxism at the Jefferson School, 
and that you are social science editor of New Foundations, is cor- 
rect or is it false ? 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Coteman. I refuse to answer that question because it is an in- 
vasion of my rights to associate, assemble, or do anything as far as 
freedom of expression is concerned, that as long as it does not—as 
lone as lam not committing a crime. 

I also invoke the fifth amendment on that question in refusing to 
answer it. 

Mr. Crarpy. TI direct that you answer that question in conformity 
with the provisions of the act of Congress dealing with grants of 
Immunity. 


Retained in the files of the committee 
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Mr. Coteman. Since, if I have not committed any crime, which I 
have I should and would be jailed a long time ago, I invoke the fifth 
amendment in refusing to answer that question. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Coleman, how are you now employed ¢ 

(At mot trey Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand. ) 

Mr. ‘OLEMAN. To answer the question as to how I am employed 
would he in line with the questions that you asked in line — ‘the 
intent of this committee to show that there is some kind = con- 
spiracy to overthrow the Government and link me in with i 

So I therefore invoked the fifth amendment in refusing to answer 
that question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Again, in order to conform with the provisions of the 
recently enacted Immunity statute, I direct that you answer that 
question. 

Let him state his position. 

Mr. CotemMaAn. I invoke the fifth amendment in refusing to answer 
the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you file a written orn ation for employment 

vith Buick plant in F lint. Mich., in October 1950? 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. CotemMANn. Since it is a matter of record that this committee in- 
cited violence in the shops by raising a question or raising or pre- 
tending that there was a conspiracy in the automobile plants, and 
thereby causing quite a bit of bodily harm being done which was sane- 
tioned by one of the representatives particularly of this committee, I 
do not think that I would want to answer that question for that reason, 
and besides, I invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I again direct that that question be answered. 

Mr. Coteman. I invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. TavennerR. Did you reside at 1814 Jasmine Street, Flint, Mich.. 
in October 1950? 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand. ) 

Mr. Coteman. I invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. CiArpy. I direct you “ answer the question. 


Mr. Coreman. Whether I resided anywhere is all a part of the 
same pattern in Flint. I te fore invoke the — amendment. 
Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a on itic copy of an application for 


employment at Buick, Flint, Mich., bearing the di oe October 6, 1950. 

Will you look at the signature to the application, please, and state 
whether or not it is your signature which has been reproduced there? 

Mr. Coteman. You mean at the bottom here? 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes, sir. 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Coteman. I regard that question as intending to incriminate 
me and I therefore invoke the fifth amendment in refusing to answer 
the question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I direct that you answer the question. 

Mr. Coteman. I invoke the fifth amendment in declining to answer 
the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, it is desired to offer the document 


€ 


in evidence, and I ask that it be marked “Coleman Exhibit No. 3 
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Mr. Crarpy. It will be received as Coleman exhibit No. 32 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I desire to read the signature into 
evidence. It appears at the bottom of the document marked as “Cole- 
man Exhibit No.3.” The name is James A. L. Coleman. 

Mr. Coleman, an examination of this application for employment 
shows that you were in the United States Army from 1942 to 1946, 
where you served as a posti al and stock clerk, and that you received an 
honor: able dischs arge; is that correct ? 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

ir. CoLeMAN. The document has already been put into evidence 
as exhibit No. 3 and I am not prepared to verify anything, or give 
any kind of support to what is in that document, knowing nothing 
about it any more than that you claim that it is a photostatie copy, 
and I invoke the fifth amendment also. 

Mr. Ciarpy. The Chair directs that you answer the question. 

Mr. CotemaNn., I refuse to answer the question for the reason I just 
stated and because of my rights under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. You did test tify earlier in the hearing that you were 
in the United States Army and came out in 1946; did you not ? 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. CoLteMAN. Repeat that question, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is true, is it not, that you testified in the earlier 
part of this hearing that you were in the armed services and you got 
out in 1946 and went straight to Philadelphia after getting out of the 
service ? 

Mr. Corteman. If I stated that, I would like to have it read from 
the record. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Do you recall having stated that ? 

I am asking you about your present recollection as to whether you 
recall having stated it. 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

(Representative Gordon H. Scherer entered the hearing room at 
this point. ) 

Mr. Coteman. I do not recall exactly what I said and I would like 
to have it 

Mr. Cuarpy. Isn’t it a fact that, as Mr. Tavenner recited it, the 
event took place ? 

You must know your record of your going in and out of the Army. 
You did testify and I heard it this morning, and I recollect it and I 
do not like to have you trifle with thee ommittee this way. 

Mr. Coteman. Iam not trifling. You are tr ifling with my working 
time. 

Mr. CuArpy. Be still for a moment. 

Let me see what your recollection of this morning is. If your 
recollection now of the facts as stated by Mr. Tavenner are not true 

1d correct facts as to that—— 

"Mr. Coteman. And you cast aspersions that I must know that. 

Mr. Ciarpy. If you don’t know, you are certainly a most peculiar 
individual. 

Mr. Coteman. Asif that is of concern here. 

There is more at hand here than my recollection of knowing things. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Lasked you a question. 





Retained in the files of the committee 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 7155 


Mr. Coteman. Will you let. me consult my attorney and without 
any casting aspersions on my consulting him ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. You may consult him. 

Mr. Coteman. Repeat the question, please. 

Mr. Criarpy. No; I will not. You remember what it is. 

Mr. Coteman. Well, if you don’t re per at it, 1 am sorry. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Why don’t you answer t! 

I direct you to answer the question. 

(At this point, Mr. ae conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Cotreman. Well, if you refuse to have the question repeated, 

since the ‘re was some ih ision the re and Mr. Tave nner sal id something 
and I said something, I am afraid that [ don’t know exactly how the 
question is worded. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Are you refusing to answer the question ? 

Mr. Coreman. I do not understand the question and I don’t know 
what the question is. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You know better than that, so you are, by indirection, 
refusing to answer it. That will be noted in the record. 

Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Walter, a member of the committee, asked you 
whether or not you had at any time resided in the city of Washington 
and you refused to answer on the ground that to do so might tend to 
incriminate you. 

[ find on this application for employment that the last two addresses 
were given, one of which being 737 Howard Street, Washington, D. C. 

1946 to 1950. 

Now, isn’t it true that you did live in Washington between 1946 and 
1950. 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t that true? 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Coteman. In answering that question, if the question is—I 
cannot really see what my—where I lived at in 1946 or 1947 has to do 
with the issue, the concern of this committee in its investigations. And 
so I think it is impertinent, and if it is pertinent, then I invoke the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are directed to answer the question. 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Ciarpy. We want to make this record airtight. 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Corrman. I think that the question is not pertinent and there- 
fore I refuse to answer it, and I also invoke my rights under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. 'TavenNkEr. As a matter of fact. Mr. Coleman, the statement in 
ore, application that you lived at 737 Howard Street, Washington, 
D. C., from 1946 to 1950 and then in Flint, Mich., from February 
1950, was entirely false and untrue; wasn’t it? 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Tavenner. And you knew it was untrue when you wrote it ? 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand. ) 

Mr. Coteman. Mr. Tavenner, you are asking me to again verify 
something on that document which I gave the grounds for not verify- 
ing; and, secondly, I invoke the fifth amendment. 


1e quest ion ? 
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Mr. Criarpy. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Coteman. I refuse to answer the question for the two reasons 
I just stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Coleman, your statement on your application 
that you were a resident of Washington, D. C., from 1946 to 1950 
could not have been true, because you were then attending the Jeffer- 
son School in New York and you were the social science editor of the 
New Foundations in 1948 and part of 1949. 

Mr. Coreman. I haven’t verified either one of those documents. 
Either one of the mM coul 1 be f: alse. 

Mr. TavenneR. Are they false? 

Mr. Coteman. I am making a simple statement like you are making. 

Mr. Water. Which one of those is false ¢ 

Mr. Coteman. It is not for me to verify the falsity or correctness 
of either one of those documents. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Tavenner, may I suggest that you go back to your 
original question. The question was, as ] understand it, that the 
statements made on the application form could not be correct because 
of the fact that he was engaged, as you have indicated, in connection 
with this magazine and because he was in New York at the school 
you have described. 

Is that not the gist of your question ? 

Mr. ‘TAvenneErR. That is the question. 

Mr. Crarpy. I direct you to answer the question put to you by Mr. 
Tavenner. 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand. ) 

Mr. Coteman. The answer to the question is the same as I just 
gave. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You are refusing to answer on the two grounds? 

Mr. Coteman. On the two grounds I just stated. 

Mr. Crarpy. Now, then, ask the question which I think we should 
as to which of the two is true or false. I cut you off on that but I 
think it is well to ask it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Which of these two statements which have been 
presented to you is correct: that you did live in Washington, D. C 
between 1946 and 1950, or that you were in the city of New York 
between December 1948 and some date in 1949? 

Mr. Coteman. I think that it is an insult to my commonsense for 
you, Mr. Clardy, to direct that question again like that and it is more 
of a reflection on your own self to ask me a question like that when I 
just finished answering it. 

Mr. Crarpy. I am directing you to answer it. 

Mr. Coteman. And I make the same answer as I gave before. 

Mr. CLrarpy. What is the answer ? 

Mr. Coteman. That this document—neither one of them have been 
verified by me. 

Also, I had invoked the fifth amendment on the question. 

Mr. Watrer. You started to say that neither of those documents 
had been what, identified ? 

Mr. Coteman. Had been verified. 

Mr. Water. Maybe they could be verified if you were shown the 
documents. 

Mr. Tavenner. Those exhibits have been shown to the witness and 
he has refused to identify them. Possibly he will do so now. 
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Mr. Watter. Yes, his recollection may have been refreshed. 

Mr. Tavenner. This may have refreshed it; yes, sir. I will now 
present the documents to the witness again. 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. CoLEMAN. Surely this committee takes the—has information in 
its own investigation and if you have done this, Mr. Tavenner, or who- 
ever your investigator was who did it with their little pinkies, then 
you ought to have confidence in their work and not mine, and you have 
already stated that you have already given evidence that what I say 
here, if you do not agree with it, doesn’t amount to a hill of beans; so 
from that commonsense point of view you should not ask me to 
identify either one of these articles. 

Secondly, I refuse to identify these articles because I don’t know 
what they are and I invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Watrer. You can read. You have got good eyes. If you 
don’t know what they are, look at them and read them. 

Mr. Coteman. Mr. Walter, you could not stand me to tell you about 
reality a while ago. 

Mr. Water. I have heard this from other commies and I just don’t 
like it. Iam very allergic to the commies. 

Mr. Coteman. It just hurts you to hear about it, and you expect me 
not to say anything about it. 

Mr. Waurer. Just take a look at that document and answer the 
question if you can identify it. 

Mr. Crarpy. I will ask you this question: Have you seen either of 
those documents before, in the original? 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Ciarpy. One is a magazine and the other is the application. 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Ciarpy. Now, I am directing that you answer it. As you un- 
derstand, under the statute it is necessary that I direct you to answer 
the question in order that a proper request may be made of the proper 
court for a grant of immunity in order to bring you before us again 
for answering the questions. It is necessary that the Chair direct 
you, so I am making very sure that in each instance I direct you. 

I say so that you will understand that. 

I am now directing you to answer the question. 

Mr. Coteman. The question I would like to have repeated. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I will say it again. The question is: Did you ever see 
the original of the two documents, copies of which are before you, one 
being the ms igazine and the second one being the application. 

Mr. Coteman. Perhaps if I could see the originals, I might be able 
to answer the question. But as I have said before, if you do not 
have any confidence in your own investigators, then I certainly cannot 
and I cannot verify these documents. 

Mr. Criarpy. We have confidence in them. 

Mr. CotemMAn. Well, if you know that they are authentic, then it is 
no matter what I say it contains. 

Mr. Crarpy. If there is any contradiction, Witness—— 

Mr. CotemaNn. What is that? 

Mr. Ciarpy. It comes from you because you have made contradic- 
tory statements. 

Mr. Coreman. The contradiction stems from you at the beginning. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 
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Mr. CoremMAn. Because your harassing of me is entirely out of line 
with the purpose for which your committee is supposed to have been 
established. You have never investigated 

Mr. Cuiarpy. My only quarrel with you is that you have been iden- 
tified as a Communist. 

Mr. Coteman. You have never investigated or even been concerned 
about the deprivation of civil rights of millions of my people in the 
South. 

Mr. Crarpy. It is because of people like you. 

Mr. Coteman. It is because of people like that that say something 
about it. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You and your ilk become the biggest Communists. 

Mr. Coteman. And you, yourself, by showing how you can get con- 
cerned about a person like me and not concerned about the crimes 
taking place daily where lynchings are out in the open and nobody 
investigates it, and I am supposed to be crazy if I say something 
about it. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t it a fact that the placing of the false informa- 
tion on your application as to the period of your residence in the city 
of Washington was done in order to deceive your employers so they 
could not ascertain what business you were really engaged in during 
that time in New York? 

Mr. Cuarpy. And the Chair directs that you answer the question. 

(At this point Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Coteman. That question is not pertinent to the issue because 
the reason that question, as it was before established when this com- 
mittee was in Flint, Mich., was to st.r up violence in the shop. 

It is not to get anyone for some crime they committed. Those 
people only lost their jobs and were beaten up. That was the only 
result of your committee coming to question. 

Mr. Warrer. You said it is not pertinent to the issue. What are 
the issues ? 

Mr. Coteman. You are supposed to be investigating crimes against 
the United States, which happen every day, which you allow to go 
unpunished. 

Mr. Watrer. I was afraid you were in error. The issue isn’t in- 
vestigation of crimes. The Federal Bureau of Investigation does 
that. Oh, no; the purpose is something entirely different. 

Mr. Cruarpy. I do not think your “attempt to educate him will 
succeed. So we might as well get on with the hearing. 

Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t it also true that in filling out the educational 
part of your application that you omitted any information concerning 
your attendance at Jefferson School in New York in order to deceive 
your employer. 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Crarpy. And the Chair directs that the question be answered. 

Mr. Coteman. You are asking me a loaded question to a fact that 
I left out attending Jefferson School, and I have never even said or 
it has never been established that I had attended Jefferson School, 
and, furthermore, this committee has called me before it without 
even giving me the reasons why I was called before it. 
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You are supposed to have evidence before you call people before it. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you deny that you attended Jefferson School 
Do you deny that? 

Mr. Coteman. I said that this committee has never established the 
fact that I have attended any school. 

Mr. Scuerer. Isn’t it a fact that you attended Jefferson School ? 

Mr. Coteman. And I say that this committee— 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask you to answer the question. 

Isn’t it a fact that you attended Jefferson School ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. I direct that you answer the question. 

Mr. Coteman. You have got two questions on the floor. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You have my direction that you answer the question 
last propounded by Congressman Scherer. 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. CoLeMAN. —s I don’t want to waive any rights under the 
fifth amendment. 1 do not want to be put in jail for nothing, so I 
would like to have it understood that the question previously stated, 
although you are saying go on with the second question, my rights 
under the fifth amendment, I do not waive those rights all in relation 
to that question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are refusing to answer Mr. Scherer’s question. 

Mr. Coteman. I am talking about the question previous to this, but 
yet it may come out that you are going to fine me for contempt. 

Mr. Crarpy. May I correct you? 

You understand the English language. The process we are under- 
going now is designed to prevent you ‘from going to jail and not put 
you in jail. The statute is designed to prevent and not put you in 
jail. 

Mr. Coteman. The immunity deal—— 

Mr. Cuarpy. I take it you want to be obstinate about it. 

Mr. Scuerer. Isn’t that a fact that you attended Jefferson School? 

Mr. Cuarpy. And I direct you to answer the question. 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Coteman. Whether or not I attended the Jefferson School is 
irrelevant to the purposes of this committee as far as supposedly set 
up to investigate un-American activities. 

My rights to attend, to associate, to speak freely within the law is 
gus iranteed to me by the first amendment which you refuse to recog- 
nize and I also refuse to answer the question on the basis of my rights 
under the fifth amendment since the only way I can protect any rights 
under the fifth amendment is to use the first amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you deny that you attended the Jefferson School? 

Mr. Cuarpy. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Coteman. My answer is the same as I gave before. 

Mr. Crarpy. Very well. 

Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you become acquainted with a person by the 
name of Mary Staleup Markward ? 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Coteman. Whether I know a Stalcup or a Mary Staleup or 
whatever her name is 

Mr. TaveNNER. Let me get you straight on the name. 

It is Mary Markward. 
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Mr. Coteman. Whatever her name is. Whether I know her is 
irrelevant to the purposes that this committtee is supposed to be set up 
to investigate, and if there is anything you want to know about me, 
then that is the field that you go into, and, furthermore, I invoke the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Coteman. I refuse on the grounds that I just stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mary Markward was the former treasurer of the 
Communist Party of the District of Columbia, and in that capacity 
she was working for the Federal Bureau of Investigation from 1942 
until 1946, or possibly longer, 1948, I believe. 

The committee is advised by Mary Markward that she remembers 
vou as having been a student at Howard University and as an in- 
dividual with whom she met on several occasions at Communist Party 
headquarters on Ninth Street, Washington, D. C. 

Is she correct in that identification of you ? 

Mr. Crarpy. I direct you to answer the question. 

(At this point Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. ( XOLEMAN. This Mary character that you are referring to has 
given you certain information anybody can give, any character can 
give. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it right or is it wrong? 

Mr. Coteman. And so it is not important whether I validate it or 
not, but I refuse to answer on the basis of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is the possible identification of you as a Communist 
in Washington the real reason why you would not answer Mr. Walter’s 
question as to whether or not you had attended Howard University 

(At this point Mr. ¢ ‘oleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are directed to answer the question. 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Coteman. I refuse to answer that question because to answer 
them might put my freedom at stake and I am actually fearful of 
answering that question, and I invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been present at Communist Party 
headquarters on Ninth Street in Washington, D. C.? 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. CoLeMAN. From the way the question is posed, evidently there 
was a headquarters at Ninth Street or wherever you say it was and if 
it was there it must have been a legal organization and if anyone, 
myself included, went up there, it is my right to go up there and this 
committee—therefore, that question is not pertinent. 

Now, No. 2 is that I invoke the fifth amendment because to admit 
my right, to admit any kind of a practice under the first amendment 
nowadays before this committee is to put yourself in jeopardy. 

So I invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. To you it was a lawful organization and had a right 
to exist and you could not commit any crime by going there, and you 
invoke the fifth amendment because you admit it might incriminate 
you ¢ 

Mr. Coreman. I invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you employed in the summer of 1949 by Camp 
Unity, a summer resort near Wingdale, N. Y.? 

(At this point, Mr. Coleman conferred with Mr. Wistrand. ) 
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Mr. Coteman. I haven’t done anything criminal. I haven’t done 
anything criminal and so if I had worked at Camp Unity, then it was 
not anything wrong. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, if there was not anything criminal, then you 
have invoked the fifth amendment improperly all day today. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You surely have. 

Mr. Coteman. I said if I worked there. 

Mr. Criarpy. I heard what you said. You said you did not do 
anything criminal. 

Mr. Coteman. If there is such a camp as Camp Unity, then it must 
lawfully exist. But I regard the question as an invasion of my right 
to free association, free assembly, and I invoke all my rights under the 
first amendment. 

I invoke my constitutional right in its entirety. I invoke the rights 
of the concept—I protest under the concept of the preamble to the Con- 
stitution which states that a person has the right to the pursuit of 
happiness and all that it entails; and for me the pursuit of happiness 
certainly means to try to obtain equality and full democracy for every- 
one in this country and not just for a few. 

So I invoke those principles and I invoke the fifth amendment in 
refusing to answer the question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. To complete the record, you are directed to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Coreman. Well, my position is as I said here, the preamble to 
the Constitution of the United States which proposes that every man 
should have the right to happiness, and this position is especially im 
portant to me as a Negro American. It means to me that the prin- 
ciple of democracy is real and not for a few but for all Americans. It 
means that if—— 

Mr. Criarpy. Are you refusing to answer on the usual grounds? 

Mr. Coteman. It isa joking matter to you, Mr. Walter, “because you 
hi 7 pen to be in the other group in the United States and you are not 
only amused but you are calloused. 

Mr. Criarpy. Listen to me. 

Are you refusing to answer the question on the grounds already 
advanced ¢ 

Mr. Coteman. That is right. 

Mr. Crarpy. Very well. 

Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party $ 

Mr. Coteman. I refuse to answer on the basis of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Coreman. And I give the same answer. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Do you have any questions, Mr. Scherer ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you belong to the NAACP? 

Mr. Coteman. Mr. Scherer, you know that the NAACP is another 
organization, because of its statements concerning the right for every 
man, Negro as well as white, to have equality, has been branded by 
various individuals as being a Red front and a Red organization; and 
there are plenty of quotes by congressional representatives above your 
onpet ity and senatorialship who say that the NAACP is nothing but 
a bunch of Reds, and because any kind of organization that is pro- 
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gressive—you never heard of the Courier and you never heard of a lot 
of things that h: appen in the United States in regard to my people and 
you don’t make it your business and you should make it your business. 
And when I talk ‘about it, you take a callous attitude and refuse to 
admit it. 

Mr. Ciarpy. He asked a very m iple ql uestion. 

Mr. Coteman. I know, and it was a very simple question. 

Mr. ( LARDY. \re you a men iber of the organization he asked you 


about ¢ 


Mr. Coteman. I invoke my rights under the fifth amendment and 
rertuse to nswer that question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Coteman. I also regard the question as not pertinent and I give 
the same reason as before for not answering, and the fifth amendment. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Mr. ( ! 1. | do not believe that this record 
should permitted to stand the way it ndicated it does now. 

i committee has never cited that organization as a Communist 
front, and it has nev ( by ny organi ti 

Mr. Coteman. The record 

Mr. CLarpy. Witness, Mr. Tavenner is speaking. 

Mr. Tavenner. The only discussion about it was the local that ex- 
isted in Hawaii, and the national organization, of the NAACP with- 
dre w the charter from that organ zation 1n Hawai because of that, 
and I do not think that the record nen be shown to indicate that 
this witness is clain ing that that ranization is a Red - 

Mr. CotemaAn. I am not claiming - Ehat, I said it has been said it 
was. 


Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Tavenner, I think the Chair is content the record 
stand as it is because it is quite obvious that this gentleman is attempt- 
ing to pine self make the accus: ition in a backhanded fashion. 

He has brought it into the hearing in an attempt to wrap a mantle 
of innocence about himself. 

What you said is ob viously substantially correct so far as I know 
and I do not think that it is necessary that we produce any testimony 
at this time because the name of that organization is certainly not 
before us and it is not on trial in any way, shape, or form. 

Do you have any more questions, Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. Scuerer. I want to make this observation: That I think the 
record should show that the whole attitude and mannerism of this 
vitness, including his tone of voice during his entire interrogation, 
was most contemptuous. ' 

Mr. Coteman. And I would like the record to show that I object 
to that kind of reference to my attitude. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Do you have any questions, Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Water. No. 

Mr. Crarpy. I have just 1 or 2. 

Mr. 'Tavenner asked you if you were now a member of the Com- 
munist Party. I want to ask you if you ever have been a member 
of the Communist Party, and I direct you to answer that question. 

Mr. Coteman. I refuse to answer it under my rights under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. And now, because of the statement made earlier when 
you were on the stand previously today, that the committee, the full 
committee intends to meet and to take action under the immunity 
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statute, I feel impelled to ask you this: Assuming that the full com- 
mittee agrees with the subcommittee and that recourse is had to 
the court asking that immunity be granted so that we may then 
summon you before us again and once more propound the questions 
you were directed to answer, will yo Lat that time, W hen al d assuming 


that you are granted immunity, will you at that time give full, free, 
ind true answers to those questions ? 
a? { point. Mr. Col nat conferred w \ir. W 
Mr. ¢ Li cAN. | regard to th que D t is 
be (ia oree \ th Mr. S nerel rel rk ind | Oo 
Cl b se my) { ) Z 
} o—)T yi W ¢ n my) i it ( y 
( ea brave, a t to d \ f all the 
g g Oday 
So | erpreta ell 0 
I’ ( espe I 
Mr. CLarpy. Witness, get off the plat r the question. 
Mr. CoLteman, And, furthermore, on this q tion that you faised, 
[ am not good atu o no] t how mit tha mM ty 
¢ might work out I am not good at imagn o things like that. 
So Iam not prepared to answer that questio 
Mr. Crarvy. All right, then before I excuse you, I want to associate 


"Mr. Cou wAN. And that woes for yo . too, the 
Mr. Cuiarpy. Please subside, because it is entirely possible that I 
. ly called back before the 
committee for a final hearing that I think will follow. 
L want the record to show clearly a unequivocally that. in my 


may not be present when you are eventua 


opinion, you have been one of the most contemptuous witnesses that 
4 
mittee. 

Mr. Coteman. You have been one of the most contemptuous per- 
sons I have ever faced. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Will you subside, sir? 

Mr. Coteman. You have been contemptuous of my rights. 

Mr. Ciarpy. And I am—Officer, will you step over there / 

If we have to suppress him by force, we shall do so. 

I want you to know that, in my opinion, you have been deliberately 
following the Communist Party line in an effort to obstruct the work 
of the committee, in an effort to show your contempt of the commit- 
tee, and I want the committee that will have charge of the final hear- 
ing to know that as one who presided over this hearing, 1t was my firm 


4 


as been my experience to hear in the time I have been on the com- 


conviction that you did what you did and gave the answers that you 
did. 

Mr. Coteman. I am before this committee without being named by 
anybody. 

Mr. Ciarpy. The witness will be excused, to be recalled at the con- 
venience of the committee. 

You will be notified as to the time and place subsequent to this 
hearing. 

We will now stand in recess until 10 a. m. tomorrow morning. 

(Whereupon, at 4:43 p. m., the hearing adjourned to Thursday, No- 
vember 18, 1954, at 10 a. m.) 
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